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The Institute of Medicine's (IOM) 1999 publication To Err is
          Human: Building a Safer Health System, illuminated the unfortunate reality of
        medical errors in the healthcare industry. The report reviewed the prevalence of medical
        errors in the United States and highlighted measures that should be taken to prevent them.
        Specifically, the authors of the report noted that at least 44,000 and perhaps as many as
        98,000 Americans were dying in hospitals each year as a result of medical errors. A 2016
        report stated that the average number of annual in-hospital deaths attributable to medical
        error might actually be much higher, at around 400,000. Certainly, these numbers must be
        balanced against the millions of admissions to hospitals in the United States, which is in
        excess of 35 million annually. Healthcare professionals should commit to continuing to pay
        attention to evaluating current approaches for reducing errors and to building new systems
        to reduce the incidence of medical errors.
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The Institute of Medicine's (IOM) 1999 publication To Err is
          Human: Building a Safer Health System, illuminated the unfortunate reality of
        medical errors in the healthcare industry. The report reviewed the prevalence of medical
        errors in the United States and highlighted measures that should be taken to prevent them.
        Specifically, the authors of the report noted that at least 44,000 and perhaps as many as
        98,000 Americans were dying in hospitals each year as a result of medical errors. A 2016
        report stated that the average number of annual in-hospital deaths attributable to medical
        error might actually be much higher, at around 400,000. Certainly, these numbers must be
        balanced against the millions of admissions to hospitals in the United States, which is in
        excess of 35 million annually. Healthcare professionals should commit to continuing to pay
        attention to evaluating current approaches for reducing errors and to building new systems
        to reduce the incidence of medical errors.
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	Discuss what factors must be included in a root cause analysis in order for the Joint Commission to consider it "thorough" and "credible."
	Identify what types of adverse incidents must be reported to the Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration.
	Identify the most common sentinel events reported to the Joint Commission.
	Evaluate the most common misdiagnoses, as recognized by the Florida Board of Medicine, and outline the safety needs of special populations, including non-English-proficient patients.
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1. INTRODUCTION



The Institute of Medicine's (IOM) 1999 publicationTo Err is Human: Building a Safer Health System, illuminated the unfortunate reality of medical errors in the healthcare industry. The report reviewed the prevalence of medical errors in the United States and highlighted measures that should be taken to prevent them. Specifically, the authors of the report noted that at least 44,000 and perhaps as many as 98,000 Americans were dying in hospitals each year as a result of medical errors and many more were being seriously injured [1]. They further noted that, even when using the lower estimate of 44,000, deaths in hospitals due to medical errors exceeded the annual deaths attributable to motor vehicle accidents (43,458), breast cancer (42,297), or AIDS (16,516) [1]. A 2016 report stated that the average number of annual in-hospital deaths attributable to medical error might actually be much higher, at around 400,000 [2]. This report places medical errors as the third leading cause of death in the United States. Certainly, these numbers must be balanced against the millions of admissions to hospitals in the United States, which is in excess of 35 million annually [1,3].
It does appear that some progress has been made in the past decade. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality found a 17% decline in hospital-acquired conditions between 2010 and 2013, or 1.3 million fewer conditions and 50,000 fewer deaths than if the 2010 rate had remained steady [4]. Though the precise mechanism(s) responsible for this decline is not clear, it occurred following a concerted effort by federal agencies, organizations, and individual providers to curtail medical errors. However, the statistics indicate that medical errors continue to be an issue. Healthcare professionals should commit to continuing to pay greater attention to evaluating approaches for reducing errors and to building new systems to reduce the incidence of medical errors.
Spurred by a commitment to reducing medical error incidents, the Florida Legislature mandates that all healthcare professionals in Florida complete a two-hour course on the topic of prevention of medical errors [5]. This continuing education course is designed to satisfy the requirements of the Florida law and provide all licensed healthcare professionals with information regarding the root cause analysis process, error reduction and prevention, and patient safety, as well as information regarding the five most misdiagnosed conditions as determined by the Florida Board of Medicine.

2. DEFINING "MEDICAL ERROR"



The IOM Committee on Quality of Healthcare in America defines
      error as "the failure of a planned action to be completed as intended or the use of a wrong
      plan to achieve an aim" [1]. It is important
      to note that medical errors are not defined as intentional acts of wrongdoing and that not all
      medical errors rise to the level of medical malpractice or negligence. Errors depend on two
      kinds of failures: either the correct action does not proceed as intended, which is described
      as an "error of execution," or the original intended action is not correct, which is described
      as an "error of planning" [1]. A medical error
      can occur at any stage in the process of providing patient care, from diagnosis to treatment,
      and even while providing preventative care. Not all errors will result in harm to the patient.
      Medical errors that do result in injury are sometimes called preventable adverse events or
      sentinel events—sentinel because they signal the need for immediate investigation and response
        [6].
Preventable adverse events or sentinel events are defined as those events that cause an injury to a patient as a result of medical intervention or inaction on the part of the healthcare provider whereby the injury cannot reasonably be said to be related to the patient's underlying medical condition. Thus, for example, if a patient has a surgical procedure and dies postoperatively from pneumonia, the patient has suffered an adverse event. But was that adverse event preventable; was it caused by medical intervention or inaction? The specific facts of this case must be analyzed to determine whether the patient acquired the pneumonia as a result of poor handwashing techniques of the medical staff (i.e., an error of execution), which would indicate a preventable adverse event, or whether the patient acquired the pneumonia because of age and comorbidities, which would indicate a nonpreventable adverse event.
Healthcare professionals can learn much by closely scrutinizing and evaluating adverse events that lead to serious injury or death. The evaluation of such events would also enable healthcare professionals to improve the delivery of health care and reduce future mistakes. In addition, healthcare professionals should have a process in place to evaluate those instances in which a medical error occurred and did not cause harm to the patient. By reviewing these processes, healthcare professionals are afforded the unique opportunity to identify system improvements that have the potential to prevent future adverse events. The Joint Commission, recognizing the importance of analyzing both preventable adverse events and near-misses, has established guidelines for recognizing these events and requires healthcare facilities to conduct a root cause analysis to determine the underlying cause of the event [7].

3. ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS PROCESS



The Joint Commission is a national organization with a mission to improve the quality of care provided at healthcare institutions in the United States. It accomplishes this mission by providing accredited status to healthcare facilities. Accreditors play an important role in encouraging and supporting actions within healthcare organizations by holding them accountable for ensuring a safe environment for patients. Healthcare organizations should actively engage in a cooperative relationship with the Joint Commission through this accreditation process and participate in the process to reduce risk and facilitate desired outcomes of care.
The Joint Commission defines a sentinel event as "an unexpected occurrence involving the death or serious physical or psychological injury, or the risk thereof. Serious injury specifically includes loss of limb or function. The phrase 'or the risk thereof' includes any process variation for which a recurrence would carry a significant chance of a serious adverse outcome" [6]. Root cause analysis, as defined by the Joint Commission, is "a process for identifying the basic or causal factors that underlie variation in performance, including the occurrence or possible occurrence of a sentinel event" [6].
The following subsets of sentinel events are subject to review
      by the Joint Commission [6]: 
	The event has resulted in an unanticipated death or major permanent loss of
            function, not related to the natural course of the patient's illness or underlying
            condition


or 
	The event is one of the following (even if the outcome was not death or major
            permanent loss of function unrelated to the natural course of the patient's illness or
            underlying condition): 	Suicide of any patient receiving care, treatment, and services in a staffed
                  around-the-clock care setting or within 72 hours of discharge
	Unanticipated death of a full-term infant
	Abduction of any patient receiving care, treatment, and services
	Discharge of an infant to the wrong family
	Rape, assault (leading to death or permanent loss of function), or homicide of
                  any patient receiving care, treatment, and services
	Rape, assault (leading to death or permanent loss of function), or homicide of
                  a staff member, licensed independent practitioner, visitor, or vendor while on
                  site at the healthcare organization
	Hemolytic transfusion reaction involving administration of blood or blood
                  products having major blood group incompatibilities (e.g., ABO, Rh, other blood
                  groups)
	Invasive procedure, including surgery, on the wrong patient or wrong
                  site
	Unintended retention of a foreign object in a patient after surgery or other
                  invasive procedures
	Severe neonatal hyperbilirubinemia (bilirubin >30 mg/dL)
	Prolonged fluoroscopy with cumulative dose >1,500 rads to a single field or
                  any delivery of radiotherapy to the wrong body region or >25% above the planned
                  radiotherapy dose
	Fire, flame, or unanticipated smoke, heat, or flashes occurring during an
                  episode of patient care
	Any intrapartum (related to the birth process) maternal death
	Severe maternal morbidity





Alternatively, the following examples are events that are NOT considered reviewable under the Joint Commission's sentinel event policy [6]:
  
	Any close call ("near miss")
	Full or expected return of limb or bodily function to the same level as prior to the adverse event by discharge or within two weeks of the initial loss of said function, whichever is the longer period
	Any sentinel event that has not affected a recipient of care (e.g., patient, individual, resident)
	Medication errors that do not result in death or major permanent loss of function
	Suicide other than in an around-the-clock care setting or following elopement from such a setting
	A death or loss of function following a discharge against medical advice
	Unsuccessful suicide attempts unless resulting in major permanent loss of function
	Minor degrees of hemolysis not caused by a major blood group incompatibility and with no clinical sequelae


(For further definition of terms, please refer to the Joint Commission's Sentinel Event Policy and Procedures at https://www.jointcommission.org/sentinel_event_policy_and_procedures.)
As part of the accreditation requirement, the Joint Commission requires that healthcare organizations have a process in place to recognize these sentinel events, conduct thorough and credible root cause analyses that focus on process and system factors, and document a risk-reduction strategy and internal corrective action plan that includes measurement of the effectiveness of process and system improvements to reduce risk [6]. This process must be completed within 45 days of the organization having become aware of the sentinel event.
The Joint Commission will consider a root cause analysis
      acceptable for accreditation purposes if it focuses primarily on systems and processes, not
      individual performance [6]. In other words,
      the healthcare organization should minimize the individual blame or retribution for
      involvement in a medical error. In addition, the root cause analysis should progress from
      special causes in clinical processes to common causes in organizational processes, and the
      analysis should repeatedly dig deeper by asking why, then, when answered, why again, and so
      on. The analysis should also identify changes that can be made in systems and processes,
      either through redesign or development of new systems or processes, which would reduce the
      risk of such events occurring in the future. The Joint Commission requires that the analysis
      be thorough and credible. To be considered thorough, the root cause analysis must include
        [6]: 
	A determination of the human and other factors most directly associated with the
            sentinel event and the process(es) and systems related to its occurrence
	Analysis of the underlying systems and processes through a series of "why" questions
            to determine where redesign might reduce risk
	Inquiry into all areas appropriate to the specific type of event
	Identification of risk points and their potential contributions to this type of
            event
	A determination of potential improvement in processes or systems that would tend to
            decrease the likelihood of such events in the future, or a determination, after
            analysis, that no such improvement opportunities exist


To be considered credible, the root cause analysis must meet
      the following standards [6]: 
	The organization's leadership and the individuals most closely involved in the
            process and systems under review must participate in the analysis.
	The analysis must be internally consistent; that is, it must not contradict itself
            or leave obvious questions unanswered.
	The analysis must provide an explanation for all findings of "not applicable" or "no
            problem."
	The analysis must include consideration of any relevant literature.


Finally, as previously discussed, after conducting this root cause analysis, the organization must prepare an internal corrective action plan. The Joint Commission will accept this action plan if it identifies changes that can be implemented to reduce risk or formulate a rationale for not undertaking such changes, and if, where improvement actions are planned, it identifies who is responsible for implementation, when the action will be implemented, and how the effectiveness of the actions will be evaluated [6].
FLORIDA LAW



Healthcare professionals have an obligation to report adverse events to leadership and ensure that organizations have processes in place to satisfy the Joint Commission requirement. In Florida, certain serious adverse incidents must also be reported to Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA). Florida law requires that licensed facilities, such as hospitals, establish an internal risk management program. As part of that program, licensed facilities must develop and implement an incident reporting system, which requires the development of appropriate measures to minimize the risk of adverse incidents to patients, as well as imposes an affirmative duty on all healthcare providers and employees of the facility to report adverse incidents to the risk manager or to his or her designee. The risk manager must receive these incident reports within 3 business days of the incident, and depending on the type of incident, the risk manager may have to report the incident to AHCA within 15 days of receipt of the report.
Florida Statute 395.0197 specifically defines an adverse incident as [8]:
For purposes of reporting to the agency pursuant to this section, the term "adverse incident" means an event over which health care personnel could exercise control and which is associated in whole or in part with medical intervention, rather than the condition for which such intervention occurred, and which:
	Results in one of the following injuries: 	Death;
	Brain or spinal damage;
	Permanent disfigurement;
	Fracture or dislocation of bones or joints;
	A resulting limitation of neurological, physical, or sensory function which continues after discharge from the facility;
	Any condition that required specialized medical attention or surgical intervention
        resulting from nonemergency medical intervention, other than an emergency medical condition,
        to which the patient has not given his or her informed consent; or
	Any condition that required the transfer 		of the patient, within or outside the facility, to a unit providing a more acute 		level of care due to the adverse incident, rather than the patient's condition prior to the adverse incident



	Was the performance of a surgical procedure on the wrong patient, a wrong surgical procedure, a wrong-site surgical procedure, or a surgical procedure otherwise unrelated to the patient's diagnosis or medical condition;
	Required the surgical repair of damage resulting to a patient from a planned surgical procedure, where the damage was not a recognized specific risk, as disclosed to the patient and documented through informed-consent process; or
	Was a procedure to remove unplanned foreign objects remaining from a surgical procedure.


In 2018, the Florida AHCA reported that a total of 131 deaths occurred as a result of hospital error, 20.6% of 636 adverse incidents reported for the year. The next most common incidents during this period were surgical procedure to remove foreign object from a previous surgical procedure (16.5%), transfer of the patient to a unit providing a more acute level of care due to the adverse incident (14.2%), surgical procedures unrelated to the patient's diagnosis or medical needs (10%), and surgical procedure performed on the wrong site (5.3%) [9]. The following adverse incidents must be reported to the AHCA within 15 calendar days after their occurrence [8]:
    
	The death of a patient
	Brain or spinal damage to a patient
	The performance of a surgical procedure on the wrong patient
	The performance of a wrong-site surgical procedure
	The performance of a wrong surgical procedure
	The performance of a surgical procedure that is medically unnecessary or otherwise unrelated to the patient's diagnosis or medical condition
	The surgical repair of damage resulting to a patient from a planned surgical procedure, where the damage is not a recognized specific risk, as disclosed to the patient and documented through the informed-consent process
	The performance of procedures to remove unplanned foreign objects remaining from a surgical procedure


Each incident will be reviewed by the AHCA, who will then determine the penalty to be imposed upon the responsible party [8]. All Florida healthcare professionals who practice in licensed facilities should familiarize themselves with these requirements and ensure that the facility in which they practice has processes in place to ensure compliance.
Unlike Florida's mandatory reporting of serious adverse
        incidents, the Joint Commission recommends that healthcare organizations voluntarily report
        sentinel events, and it encourages the facilities to communicate the results of their root
        cause analyses and their corrective action plans. As a result of the sentinel events that
        have been reported, the Joint Commission has compiled Sentinel Event Alerts. These alerts
        are intended to provide healthcare organizations with important information regarding
        reported trends and, by doing so, highlight areas of potential concern so an organization
        may review its own internal processes to maximize error reduction and prevention with regard
        to a particular issue [7].


4. ERROR REDUCTION AND PREVENTION



Between 2005 and 2018, the Joint Commission reviewed 11,622
      sentinel events [11]. Some events, such as
      fire, impacted multiple patients. Sentinel event reviews during this time period were
      frequently conducted for unintended retention of a foreign body; wrong-patient, wrong-site,
      wrong-procedure surgery; delay in treatment; operative and postoperative complications;
      patient suicide; patient fall; and medication error [11].
UNINTENDED RETENTION OF A FOREIGN BODY



In 2017–2018, the most frequently reported sentinel event reported to the Joint Commission was unintended retained foreign objects [11]. The prevalence of these events has remained relatively stable since 2009, indicating that preventing these errors remains difficult for practitioners and facilities. The most commonly retained items are sponges, followed by catheter guidewires and other (a broad category encompassing a wide variety of items) [10].
In addition to harming patients and contributing to distrust in the medical system, the unintended retention of foreign objects significantly contributes to patient care costs [13]. The average total cost of care related to unintended retained foreign objects is $166,000 to $200,000 [13].
According to the sentinel event data, the most common root causes of unintended retained foreign objects reported to the Joint Commission are [13]:
    
	The absence of policies and procedures
	Failure to comply with existing policies and procedures
	Problems with hierarchy and intimidation
	Failure in communication with physicians
	Failure of staff to communicate relevant patient information
	Inadequate or incomplete education of staff



WRONG-SITE SURGERY



Operating on the wrong part of a patient's body is an obvious sign that there is a problem in the operating room system. Interestingly, wrong-site surgery occurred more commonly in orthopedic procedures than in all other surgical specialties combined. The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons takes this issue seriously, and it has taken special steps to eliminate the problem. For example, it recommends that a surgeon sign their initials at the correct site of surgery with an indelible pen. Unless the initials are visible, the surgeon should not make an incision [12]. Writing "NO" in large black letters on the side not to be operated on was suggested in the past, but this is discouraged due to possible confusion with the surgeon's initials. In spinal surgery, the Academy recommends that an intraoperative radiograph and radiopaque marker be used to determine the exact vertebral level of spinal surgery [12]. Whatever the mechanism used to prevent and reduce the incidence of this error, it is clear that this is not just the surgeon's problem. All of the operating room personnel, including physicians, nurses, technicians, anesthesiologists, and other preoperative allied health personnel, should monitor procedures to ensure verification procedures are followed, especially for high-risk procedures.
Due to the prevalence of wrong-site, wrong-procedure, and wrong-person surgeries, the Joint Commission, along with more than 50 professional healthcare organizations, convened two summits to help reduce the occurrence of these errors. The first summit, convened in 2003, developed a Universal Protocol that consisted of the following: a preprocedure verification process; marking the operative/procedure site with an indelible marker; taking a "time-out" with all team members immediately before starting the procedure; and adaptation of the requirements to all procedure settings, including bedside procedures. However, the incidence of wrong-site surgeries continued to increase, and in 2007 and 2010, additional summits were organized to pinpoint barriers in compliance and discover new strategies to eliminate these errors [14]. As of 2019, the Universal Protocol has been incorporated into the National Patient Safety Goal chapter of the Joint Commission accreditation manual [15].

DELAYS IN TREATMENT



According to the Joint Commission, more than half of all reported delays in treatment sentinel events in 2010–2014 resulted in patient death [16]. It is important to keep in mind that delays in treatment can occur in any healthcare setting. The most common reason for a delay in treatment is misdiagnosis; however, delays can also result from delayed test results, physician availability, delayed administration of ordered care, incomplete treatment, and even inability to get an initial appointment or follow-up appointment in a timely manner [16]. The main root causes contributing to delays in treatment are inadequate assessments, poor planning, communication failures, and human factors. Recommendations from the Joint Commission include avoiding cognitive shortcuts, improving health information technology, incorporating diagnostic checklists into the electronic record, promoting provider-to-provider communication, engaging leadership in developing solutions, focusing organization attention on the scheduling process and on ordering tests and reporting test results, improving access to care, implementing a standardized communications method, maintaining adequate staffing levels, and increasing patient and family engagement/activation [16].

OPERATIVE AND POSTOPERATIVE COMPLICATIONS



Many of the sentinel events reported to the Joint Commission regarding operative and postoperative complications occurred in relation to nonemergent procedures, such as interventional imaging and/or endoscopy, tube or catheter insertion, open abdominal surgery, head and neck surgery, orthopedic surgery, and thoracic surgery [17]. The majority of the reporting healthcare facilities cited miscommunication as the primary root cause. Other identified causes include failure to follow established procedures, incomplete preoperative assessment, inconsistent postoperative monitoring procedures, and failure to question inappropriate orders. In order to reduce the risk, reporting facilities have identified a number of strategies, including improving staff orientation and training, increasing educational opportunities for physicians, clearly defining expected channels of communication, and monitoring consistency of compliance with procedures. Healthcare facilities should review postoperative patient monitoring procedures to ensure an adequate level appropriate to the needs of the patient, regardless of the setting (e.g., operating room, endoscopy suite, radiology department) [17]. Based upon these findings, it is clear that direct communication among healthcare providers is key to preventing operative and postoperative complications. Healthcare facilities should provide more staff education regarding preventative measures, and healthcare providers can do their part by engaging in a healthy and mutual respect for all of the members of the healthcare team [17].

PATIENT SUICIDE



It is estimated that between 48 and 65 hospital inpatient suicides occur per year in the United States. Most of these cases (31 to 52) occur in psychiatric units or involve psychiatric inpatients. The most common method is hanging [50]. Times of care transition are particularly risky, with a 200% increase in risk in the week after discharge from a psychiatric facility; the elevated risk continues for four years [18]. Other risk factors include previous suicide attempt or self-injury, mental or emotional disorders, history of trauma or loss, serious illness or chronic pain, substance use disorder, social isolation, and access to lethal means.
The most common root cause documented for patient suicide reported between 2010 and 2014 was shortcomings in assessment, most commonly psychiatric assessment [18]. In addition, nearly 25% of behavioral health facilities accredited by the Joint Commission were found noncompliant with the requirement to conduct an adequate suicide risk assessment in 2014.
The Joint Commission has recommended a number of suicide risk reduction strategies, including [18]:
    
	Review each patient's personal and family medical history for suicide risk factors.
	Screen all patients for suicide ideation, using a brief, standardized, evidence-based screening tool.
	Review screening questionnaires before the patient leaves the appointment or is discharged.
	Establish a collaborative, ongoing, and systematic assessment and treatment process with the patient involving the patient's other providers, family, and friends, as appropriate.
	To improve outcomes for at-risk patients, develop treatment and discharge plans that directly target suicidality.
	Educate all staff in patient care settings about how to identify and respond to patients with suicide ideation.
	Document decisions regarding the care and referral of patients with suicide risk.


A simple review of these measures demonstrates that healthcare providers can avoid the devastating impact of an inpatient suicide by implementing fairly routine preventative strategies, such as removing harmful items and careful screening through the admission and discharge processes.

PATIENT FALLS



Patient falls are a constant challenge in healthcare facilities. Patients who are at highest risk include the elderly, those who have an altered mental status due to chronic mental illness or acute intoxication, and those who have a history of prior falls. It is obvious from these factors that a thorough and complete patient history may be the key to identifying those at risk. The root causes of those patient falls that healthcare facilities identified as sentinel events and reported to the Joint Commission included inadequate assessment, communication failures, lack of adherence to protocols and safety practices, inadequate staff orientation, supervision, staffing levels or skill mix, deficiencies in the physical environment, and lack of leadership [19]. Risk reduction strategies to these root causes are fairly straightforward, although in practice, preventing falls is difficult. The most important are the use of a standardized assessment tool to identify fall and injury risk factors, assessing an individual patient's risks that may not have been captured through the tool, and interventions tailored to an individual patient's identified risks [19].
Because patient falls often result in morbidity, mortality, immobility, and early nursing home placement for patients, it is imperative that healthcare facilities initiate adequate fall prevention programs, which will ultimately reduce injuries. Failure to do so will result in a spiraling increase in the number of falls in healthcare facilities, particularly among the elderly who are at highest risk. As more Americans live beyond 65 years of age, the need to develop mobility protocols and programs to reduce the risk of falls and injuries for the older adult grows more urgent.

MEDICATION ERRORS



Unquestionably, medication errors are one of the most common
        causes of avoidable harm to patients. These errors may occur at three critical points: when
        ordered by a physician, dispensed by a pharmacist, or administered by a nurse.
The National Coordinating Council for Medication Error Reporting and Prevention defines a medication error as [20]:
Any preventable event that may cause or lead to inappropriate medication use or patient harm
          while the medication is in the control of the healthcare professional, patient or
          consumer. Such events may be related to professional practice, healthcare products,
          procedures, and systems, including prescribing: order communication; product labeling;
          packaging, and nomenclature; compounding; dispensing; distribution; administration;
          education; monitoring; and use.


A number of medication errors can be linked to the prescriber who continually uses potentially dangerous abbreviations and dose expressions. Despite repeated warnings by the Institute for Safe Medication Practices about the dangers associated with using certain abbreviations when prescribing medications, this practice continues. To eliminate this factor, there are fairly simple steps that can eliminate much confusion. Prescribers should [21]:
    
	Avoid the use of the symbol "U" or "u" but rather spell "units" when ordering drugs, such as insulin.
	Spell out medication names completely rather than using abbreviations and acronyms.
	Avoid using abbreviations for "daily" (QD), "every other day" (QOD), or "four times daily" (QID), which are easily confused.
	Use leading zeros before a decimal point (e.g., 0.2 mg instead of .2 mg), and do not use trailing zeros (e.g., 2 mg instead of 2.0 mg).
	Write out "morphine sulfate" and "magnesium sulfate" instead of using the
              abbreviations (MS, MSO4, MgSO4).


The Institute for Safe Medication Practices publishes a list of error-prone abbreviations, symbols, and dose designations online at https://www.ismp.org/Tools/errorproneabbreviations.pdf.
Other factors contributing to prescriber errors are illegible or confusing handwriting and, a frequently cited cause of many adverse and sentinel events, the failure of healthcare providers to assess risk and prevent errors. Addressing illegibility may include developing appropriate policies and procedures, tracking and trending patterns, and evaluating results through peer review committees. Improving communication might include developing protocols for the use of verbal orders to assure that those from an onsite practitioner would be limited to an emergency situation only. No verbal orders should be taken for certain medications, such as for chemotherapy, and all verbal orders should be repeated for clarification and, whenever possible, reiterated to a third person. Another method of improving communication might involve reviewing the hospital formulary in collaboration with the Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee of the medical staff to limit, where appropriate, the number of therapeutically and generically equivalent products [22].
It has been estimated that between 0.2% and 10% of prescriptions are dispensed incorrectly [23]. The most common type of medication error is wrong drug (43.8%), followed by wrong dose (31.5%), failure to consult with prescriber (4.9%), and compounding error (3.7%) [24]. Safe medication dispensing practices may include a number of risk reduction strategies to reduce the incidence of errors that may cause harm to patients [22,25,54]:
    
	Ensure that appropriate and current drug reference texts and/or online resources are immediately available to pharmacy personnel.
	Ensure that essential patient information, such as allergies, age, weight, current diagnoses, pertinent lab values, and current medication regimen, is available to the pharmacist prior to the dispensing of a new medication order.
	Require clarification of any order that is incomplete, illegible, or otherwise questionable using an established process for resolving questions.
	Whenever possible, dispense dosage units in a ready-to-administer form.
	Dispense single-dose vials and ampoules rather than multidose vials.
	Select oral rather than injectable routes, when possible.
	Require that a pharmacist double-check all mathematical calculations for neonatal and pediatric dilutions, parenteral nutrition solutions, and other compounded pharmaceutical products.
	Create an environment for the dispensing area that minimizes distractions and interruptions, provides appropriate lighting, air conditioning, and air flow, safe noise levels, and includes ergonomic consideration of equipment, fixtures, and technology.
	Require that a second pharmacist double-check the accuracy of order entry and dose calculations for all orders involving antineoplastic agents and other high-risk drugs dispensed by the pharmacy.
	Enhance the awareness of look-alike and sound-alike medications, and use warning signs to help differentiate medications from one another, especially when confusion exists between or among strengths, similar looking labels, or similar sounding names.
	Separate look-alike and sound-alike medications in pharmacy dispensing areas or consider repackaging or using different vendors.
	Follow-up and periodically evaluate the need for continued drug therapy for individual patients.


Once again, communication is likely the key to avoiding dispensing errors. Pharmacists should work closely with their staff to ensure that proper protocols are followed, and most importantly, when questions arise regarding a prescription, the pharmacist should take the time to contact the prescriber directly to obtain clarification.
The healthcare provider who has the responsibility to
        administer a medication has the final opportunity to avoid a mistake. In most cases,
        particularly in inpatient settings, this responsibility falls to the nurse. Nurses are often
        taught in nursing school to review the five "rights" prior to administering any medication:
        the right patient is given the right drug in the right dose by the right route at the right
        time [26]. Medication errors generally fall
        into four categories, which mimic these five "rights." The first is the failure to follow
        procedural safeguards, such as ensuring that essential patient information, including
        allergies, age, weight, and current medication regimen, is available. The second is
        unfamiliarity with a drug. In one case, a jury determined that a nurse was negligent for
        giving a drug without having reviewed the literature, which stated that the necessary
        precautions for the administration of the drug required the specialized skill of an
        anesthesiologist. The third category of drug administration is failure to use the correct
        mode of administration. A nurse in Delaware was held liable for administering a medication
        by injection after an order had been written to change the route to oral. The final category
        involves failure to obtain clarification if an order is incomplete, illegible, or otherwise
        questionable. In a case tried in Louisiana, a nurse was held liable for administering a
        medication that a physician ordered, notwithstanding that the dose was excessive. The
        nurse's administration of the drug led to the patient's death [27].
In addition, healthcare facilities should implement appropriate guidelines, policies, and procedures to ensure safe medication administration practice. These policies should require that staff members who administer medications [25,54]:
    
	Are knowledgeable about the drug's uses, precautions, contraindications, potential adverse reactions, interactions, and proper method of administration
	Resolve questions prior to medication administration
	Only administer medications that have been properly labeled with medication name, dose to be administered, dosage form, route, and expiration date
	Utilize a standard medication administration time schedule and receive education on how and when to incorporate newly started medication orders safely into the standardized schedule
	Have a second person verify a dosage calculation if a mathematical calculation of a dose is necessary
	Receive adequate education on the operation and use of devices and equipment used for medication administration (for example, patient-controlled anesthesia pumps and other types of infusion pumps)
	Have another person double-check infusion pump settings when critical, high-risk drugs are infused
	Document all medications immediately after administration


Finally, healthcare facilities should have proper quality assurance measures in place to monitor medication administration practices. Included among these would be protocols and guidelines for use with critical and problem-prone medications to help optimize therapies and minimize the possibility of adverse events and to integrate "triggers" to indicate the need for additional clinical monitoring [25].
It is important to note that the pediatric population is especially vulnerable to medication errors. When children are prescribed adult medications, care must be taken to adjust dosage according to weight, requiring the physician to use pediatric-specific calculations. Also, many healthcare settings are not trained to care for the pediatric patient. Intolerance due to physiologic immaturity is also a factor in adverse response to medications, and in many cases, this population cannot communicate their discomfort due to adverse reactions. Risk reduction strategies include standardizing and effectively identifying medications and processes for drug administration, ensuring pharmacy oversight, and using technology, such as medication dispensing programs, infusion pumps, and bar-coding, judiciously [28].

COMMON MISDIAGNOSES



As Florida healthcare professionals, it is important to be aware that in addition to
        wrong-site/wrong-procedure surgery, several medical conditions also continue to be
        misdiagnosed. As of 2022, the Florida Board of Medicine has determined the five most
        misdiagnosed conditions to be [29]: 
	Cancer-related conditions
	Neurologic conditions
	Cardiac-related issues
	Missed spinal cord compression
	Gastroenterology-related issues


It is important to be aware of the possibility of misdiagnosis and incorporate this knowledge into practice.
Cancer



The early detection and diagnosis of cancers is crucial
          for selecting the appropriate treatment approach and to ensure an optimum outcome.
          However, an estimated 12% of cancer patients are initially misdiagnosed, and the missed or
          delayed diagnosis of cancers remains a significant cause of medical malpractice claims
            [30,31]. The causes of missed diagnoses vary widely among cancers in different
          parts of the body. In many cases, patients who do not fit the typical profile for a
          specific cancer (e.g., young age) may be underdiagnosed, and it is important that cancer
          is considered as part of the differential diagnosis in ambiguous cases [31,32,33]. In order to
          prevent missed or delayed cancer diagnosis, practitioners may take steps to ensure
          adherence to clinical guidelines for screening and diagnosis, use tools to facilitate
          communication, and engage strategies to ensure appropriate follow-up [55].

Neurologic/Spinal Cord-Related Conditions 



Delayed or missed diagnoses of neurologic conditions may result in serious morbidity and
          mortality. Headaches are a common presenting condition in acute and primary care, and an
          estimated 5% of all patients admitted to emergency departments have neurologic symptoms
            [34]. Acute headache with neurologic
          symptoms may be misdiagnosed as stroke [35]. In addition, missed spinal fracture diagnoses are one of the leading causes of
          malpractice claims against radiologists [48]. 
One of the most common neurologic conditions is headache; however, it has been estimated
          that 50% of migraine patients remain undiagnosed or misdiagnosed, and only a small number
          (8% to 10%) of individuals with migraine take migraine-specific medications such as
          triptans or ergotamines [65,66]. Patients suffering from daily migraines
          may be misdiagnosed with chronic sinusitis or rhinitis and repeatedly and unsuccessfully
          treated with broad-spectrum antibiotics [67,68]. The diagnosis of migraine is
          based solely on a constellation of signs and symptoms, and a comprehensive medical and
          neurological examination is required to exclude secondary headache [69]. Useful evidence-based clinical
          guidelines for migraine screening have been developed and are summarized in the mnemonic
          POUND: pulsatile headache; one-day duration (4 to 72 hours); unilateral location; nausea
          or vomiting; and disabling intensity [70].
          Competence of the clinician and effective communication with the patient play a crucial
          role in the diagnosis of migraine. 

Cardiac-Related Issues



The clinical presentation of chest pain has many possible etiologies, ranging from benign (e.g., panic/anxiety, pneumonia, peptic ulcer, gastroesophageal reflux disease, and pericarditis) to life-threatening (e.g., pulmonary embolism, acute coronary syndrome [ACS], aortic dissection, and pneumothorax). In many cases, it is best to rule out the more urgently threatening possibilities before testing for other causes.
Of the potentially life-threatening causes of chest pain, ACS is the most prevalent. Although a large percentage of individuals with suspected ACS will be seen initially in emergency departments, patients in any healthcare setting, regardless of other diagnoses, may abruptly develop chest pain suspicious for ACS. When a patient presents with clinical signs suspicious for myocardial infarction, immediate medical intervention is directed at confirming a diagnosis and stratifying the person's risk for adverse events such as cardiac arrest and severe/significant damage to the myocardium [41]. It is important to note that while some patients will present with classic ACS-related chest pain (tightness, sensation of pressure, heaviness, crushing, vise-like, aching pain in the substernal or upper left chest), many patients, particularly women and older patients, will present with "atypical" ACS-related chest pain [45,46]. Words commonly used to describe "atypical" chest pain associated with ACS include numbness, tingling, burning, stabbing, or pricking. Atypical chest pain location includes any area other than substernal or left sided, such as the back, area between shoulder blades, upper abdomen, shoulders, elbows, axillae, and ears [43,44,45,46]. Aside from atypical clinical presentation, other possible causes of missed ACS diagnosis include failure of interpretation of the history, failure to correctly interpret the electrocardiogram, failure to perform an electrocardiogram when necessary, and lack of proper use of cardiac enzyme test [47].

Missed Spinal Cord Compression



Epidural compression syndrome is an umbrella term that encompasses spinal cord
          compression, cauda equina syndrome, and conus medullaris syndrome. While these conditions
          differ in the level of neurologic deficit at presentation, they are otherwise similar in
          symptoms, evaluation, and management. Massive herniation of a midline disk, typically at
          the L4 to L5 disk level, is the most common cause of epidural compression syndrome. Tumor,
          epidural abscess, spinal canal hematoma, or lumbar spine spondylosis represent other
          causes [37].
Spinal cord compression is often secondary to herniated disk, vertebral fracture, or
          space-occupying lesion. Missing this diagnosis, typically by attributing the associated
          pain to muscle or nerve causes, will miss potentially catastrophic conditions [38,39,40,41]. In a study of 3,786 individuals, the
          estimated prevalence of asymptomatic spinal cord compression in a healthy population was
          24.2%, with a significantly higher prevalence in older populations compared with younger
          populations and American/European populations compared with Asian populations [42].
In patients with spinal cord compression, neurologic status at diagnosis is the
          greatest predictor of ultimate neurologic outcome and underscores the importance of early
          accurate diagnosis. The dominant symptom is back pain with accelerating pain severity.
          Pain from epidural spinal cord compression is made worse with recumbent positioning, and
          unilateral or bilateral radiculopathy may develop over time. For many patients, leg pain
          or neurologic symptoms are more dominant than back pain. Also common at diagnosis is
          symmetrical lower extremity weakness that may have progressed to gait disturbance or
          paralysis. Decreased lower extremity reflexes are associated with cauda equina syndrome
            [37].

Gastroenterology-Related Conditions 



Gasteroenterologic conditions may present with nonspecific complaints (e.g., abdominal
          pain, nausea) common to a variety of illnesses, complicating and delaying diagnosis. In
          one study of patients with pancreatic cancer, more than 30% were initially misdiagnosed,
          most commonly with gall bladder disease [71]. Diagnosis and screening for GI disorders may be complicated by a lack of definitive
          test (e.g., irritable bowel syndrome) or by limits on screening recommendations (e.g.,
          colorectal cancer). However, delayed diagnosis can lead to worsening conditions and poorer
          prognosis.
In general, gastrointestinal syndromes/symptoms may be classified into three general
          diagnostic categories: organic, motility, or functional disorders [72,73]. Functional GI disorders are idiopathic disorders of gut-brain
          interaction and, unlike organic and motility disorders, diagnosis involves identification
          of symptom clusters. As such, misdiagnosis is more common.  
Another important consideration is GI symptom-specific anxiety, an important
          perpetuating factor that describes threatening interpretation and out-of-proportion
          behavioral response to GI sensations. This anxiety to real GI symptoms and the frequency
          of psychiatric comorbidity can lead to functional GI syndromes being dismissed as
          psychological or psychosomatic in nature. 



5. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS FOR PATIENT SAFETY



The most important issue to improving patient safety is being aware of the particular safety hazards that may exist for various patient populations and on particular specialty units. In addition, education of the patient and the family should be a priority.
Infants and young children are not developmentally or cognitively able to participate in care and decision making, thus putting them at higher risk, especially for medication errors. In addition, when a medication error occurs in this population, infants and young children are at higher risk because of their physical immaturity and increased sensitivity to the effects of drugs. The family or guardian of a pediatric patient should be encouraged to ask questions, especially if something seems wrong. In addition, a meta-analysis found that computerized provider order entry with clinical decision support reduced pediatric medication errors by 36% to 87% [51]. As such, the adoption of electronic support systems may help to reduce or eliminate these errors.
An estimated 30% of individuals 65 years of age or older who are living in the community fall each year [52]. Older patients may have poor vision, as a result of cataracts, glaucoma, and/or macular degeneration, and cardiovascular problems, which might result in syncope or postural hypotension. These conditions may affect patients' balance and stability. Bladder dysfunction, such as nocturia, may cause an elderly patient to have to ambulate more during the night in an unfamiliar environment, thereby increasing the risk of a fall. Lower extremity dysfunctions, such as arthritis, muscle weakness, or peripheral neuropathy, may make it more difficult to ambulate at any time. In addition to being at greater risk for falls, the elderly are also more prone to medication errors as their ability to understand instructions or to recognize an unfamiliar medication may be affected by dementia or other cognitive disorders. Interventions that can help prevent falls in the elderly include exercise programs, tai chi, vision improvement (e.g., first cataract surgery), and multifactorial assessment and intervention [52].
There are also unique factors that increase the risk of medical errors on specialty units.
      For instance, in critical care units, patients may be suffering from environmental psychosis,
      which could inhibit participation in their care. This is also true of lethargic and comatose
      patients. These patients are at particular risk because they cannot participate in the
      identification process. On psychiatric wards, patients may be suicidal or depressed, which may
      cause them to act out or attempt to harm themselves or others. Patients may also experience
      orthostatic side effects due to certain psychiatric medications, which may increase the
      incidence of falls. Obstetric patients are at higher risk for falls because they may have
      decreased sensation and mobility due to administration of epidural anesthesia, and they may
      also suffer from excessive blood loss, which could lead to postural hypotension [49]. Again, the key is identifying the unique
      needs of the particular population.
With regard to education, a number of organizations have developed guidelines to facilitate the role of patients as their own safety advocates. These guidelines are not intended to shift the burden of monitoring medical error to patients. Rather, they encourage patients to share responsibility for their own safety. As healthcare professionals, we should ensure that all of our patients are familiar with these guidelines. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality has developed a "Patient Fact Sheet" that outlines 20 tips for patients to help prevent medical errors [53]. Although some of these suggestions may seem extreme, many patients now desire to have a more active role in their care. Some of these items have become routine or are currently required, such as consultations by pharmacists when a patient picks up a prescribed medication.
USE OF AN INTERPRETER



As a result of the evolving racial and immigration demographics in the
        United States, interaction with patients for whom English is not a native language is
        inevitable. Because patient education is such a vital aspect of preventing medical errors,
        it is each practitioner's responsibility to ensure that information and instructions are
        explained in such a way that allows for patient understanding. When there is an obvious
        disconnect in the communication process between the practitioner and patient due to the
        patient's lack of proficiency in the English language, an interpreter is required.
Interpreters are more than passive agents who translate and transmit
        information back and forth from party to party. They should be professionally trained in
        ethics, accuracy, completeness, and impartiality. Furthermore, it is the interpreter's role
        to negotiate cultural differences and promote culturally responsive communication and
        practice. When they are enlisted and treated as part of the interdisciplinary clinical team,
        they serve as cultural brokers, who ultimately enhance the clinical encounter. In any case
        in which information regarding diagnostic procedures, treatment options, or
        medication/treatment measures is being provided, the use of an interpreter should be
        considered.


6. CONCLUSION



Although the United States has one of the top 40 healthcare systems in the world, it is apparent that the numbers of medical errors are at unacceptably high levels. The consequences of medical errors are often more severe than the consequences of mistakes in other industries. They may lead to death or to serious and long-term disability, which underscores the need for aggressive action in this area. As a starting point, we should become an active part of the solution. This will only happen if all healthcare professionals voice their concerns when they identify problems in a system or process. In addition, we should actively participate in the root cause analysis process, understanding that the goal is not to assign blame, but rather to identify how we can improve the process to provide the best quality care to our patients. Medical errors are costly, not only because patients may lose their lives or livelihoods, but also because patients lose trust in the system and colleagues lose faith in each other. To preserve the integrity of our system, we must correct this problem, and the solution begins with each of us.
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Domestic violence continues to be a prevalent problem in the United States today.
        Because of the number of individuals affected, it is likely that most healthcare
        professionals will encounter patients in their practice who are victims. Accordingly, it is
        essential that healthcare professionals are taught to recognize and accurately interpret
        behaviors associated with domestic violence. It is incumbent upon the healthcare
        professional to establish and implement protocols for early identification of domestic
        violence victims and their abusers. In order to prevent domestic violence and promote the
        well-being of their patients, healthcare professionals in all settings must take the
        initiative to properly assess all women for abuse during each visit and, for those women who
        are or may be victims, to offer education, counseling, and referral information.

Audience



This course is designed for all Florida healthcare professionals required to complete domestic violence education.

Course Objective



The purpose of this course is to enable healthcare professionals in all practice settings to define domestic violence and identify those who are affected by domestic violence in the United States. This course describes how a victim can be accurately diagnosed and identifies the community resources available in the state of Florida for domestic violence victims.

Learning Objectives



Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:
	Define domestic violence and its impact on health care.
	Cite the general prevalence of domestic violence on a national and state level and identify state laws pertaining to the issue.
	Describe how to screen and assess individuals who may be victims or perpetrators of domestic violence, including the importance of conducting a culturally sensitive assessment.
	Identify community resources presently available for domestic violence victims and their perpetrators throughout Florida concerning legal aid, shelter, victim and batterer counseling, and child protection services.
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1. INTRODUCTION



Domestic violence continues to be a prevalent problem in the
      United States today. Because of the number of individuals affected, it is likely that most
      healthcare professionals will encounter patients in their practice who are victims.
      Accordingly, it is essential that healthcare professionals are taught to recognize and
      accurately interpret behaviors associated with domestic violence. It is incumbent upon the
      healthcare professional to establish and implement protocols for early identification of
      domestic violence victims and their abusers. In order to prevent domestic violence and promote
      the well-being of their patients, healthcare professionals in all settings should take the
      initiative to properly assess all women for abuse during each visit and, for those women who
      are or may be victims, to offer education, counseling, and referral information.
Victims of domestic violence suffer emotional, psychologic, and physical abuse, all of which can result in both acute and chronic signs and symptoms of physical and mental disease, illness, and injury. Frequently, the injuries sustained require abused victims to seek care from healthcare professionals immediately after their victimization. Subsequently, physicians and nurses are often the first healthcare providers that victims encounter and are in a critical position to identify domestic violence victims in a variety of clinical practice settings where victims receive care. Accordingly, each healthcare professional should educate himself or herself to enhance awareness of the presence of abuse victims in his or her particular practice or clinical setting.
Specifically, healthcare professionals should be aware of the signs and symptoms associated with domestic violence. In addition, when family violence cases are identified, there should be a plan of action that includes providing information on, and referral to, local community resources related to legal aid, sheltering, victim counseling, batterer counseling, advocacy groups, and child protection.

2. DEFINING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



Domestic violence, which is sometimes also referred to as
      spousal abuse, battering, or intimate partner violence (IPV), refers to the victimization of
      an individual with whom the abuser has or has had an intimate or romantic relationship.
      Researchers in the field of domestic violence have not agreed on a uniform definition of what
      constitutes violence or an abusive relationship. The Centers for Disease Control and
      Prevention (CDC) defines IPV as, "violence or aggression that occurs in a close relationship"
        [1]. According to the Florida Department of
      Children and Families, domestic violence is "a pattern of behaviors that adults or adolescents
      use against their intimate partners or former partners to establish power and control. It may
      include physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, and economic abuse. It may also include
      threats, isolation, pet abuse, using children, and a variety of other behaviors used to
      maintain fear, intimidation, and power over one's partner" [2]. Florida law defines domestic violence as "any assault, aggravated
      assault, battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual battery, stalking, aggravated
      stalking, kidnapping, false imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in physical injury
      or death of one family or household member by another family or household member" [3]. Family or household members, according to
      Florida definition, must "be currently residing or have in the past resided together in the
      same single dwelling unit" [3]. Domestic
      violence knows no boundaries. It occurs in intimate relationships regardless of race,
      religion, culture, or socioeconomic status [2].
Whatever the definition, it is important for healthcare professionals to understand that domestic violence, in the form of emotional and psychologic abuse, sexual abuse, and physical violence, is prevalent in our society. Because of the similar nature of the definitions, this course will use the terms "domestic violence" and "IPV" interchangeably.

3. NATIONAL AND STATE STATISTICS AND LEGISLATION



Domestic violence is one of the most serious public health problems in the United States [4]. More than 36.4% of women and 33.6% of men have a lifetime history of IPV [4]. In Florida, the weighted lifetime prevalence of IPV (including rape, physical violence, and/or stalking) is 37.3% among women and 30.9% among men [5]. Although many of these incidents are relatively minor and consist of pushing, grabbing, shoving, slapping, and hitting, IPV resulted in approximately 1,300 deaths in the United States in 2017, with 162 deaths reported in Florida [7,8]. One of the difficulties in addressing the problem is that abuse is prevalent in all demographics, regardless of age, ethnicity, race, religious denomination, education, or socioeconomic status [2].
Victims of abuse often suffer severe physical injuries and will likely seek care at a hospital or clinic. The health and economic consequences of domestic violence are significant. Statistics vary from report to report, and due to the lack of studies on the national cost of domestic violence, the U.S. Congress funded the CDC to conduct a study to determine the cost of domestic violence on the healthcare system [9]. The 2003 CDC report, which relied on data from the National Violence Against Women Survey conducted in 1995, estimated the costs of IPV by measuring how many female victims were nonfatally injured; how many women used medical and mental healthcare services; and how many women lost time from paid work and household chores. The estimated total annual cost of IPV against women in the 1995 survey was more than $5.8 billion [9]. When updated to 2017 dollars, the amount was more than $9.3 billion annually. The costs associated with IPV at this time would be considerably more, but no further studies have been conducted [10]. It should be noted that the costs of any one victimization may continue for years; therefore, these statistics most likely underestimate the actual cost of IPV [9].
The national rate of nonfatal domestic violence against women declined 72% between 1993 and 2011 [11]. The rate of overall violent crime fell by nearly 60% in this same time period [11]. Studies reveal that several factors may have contributed to the reduction in violence, including a decline in the marriage rate and decrease of domesticity, better access to federally funded domestic violence shelters, improvements in women's economic status, and demographic trends, such as the aging of the population [13,14]. Of note, declines in the economy and stress associated with financial hardship and unemployment are significant contributors to IPV in the United States. Following the economic downturn in late 2008, there was a significant increase in the use of the National Domestic Violence Hotline in 2009, with more than half of victims reporting a change in household financial situation in the last year [15].
FLORIDA



In response to troubling domestic violence statistics, Governor Lawton Chiles appointed a Task Force on Domestic Violence on September 28, 1993, to investigate the problems associated with domestic violence in Florida and to compile recommendations as to how the problems should be approached and ultimately resolved. On January 31, 1994, the Task Force issued its first report on domestic violence. This report recommended standards to accurately measure the extent of domestic violence and strategies for increasing public awareness and education. It identified programs and resources that are available to victims in Florida, made legislative and budgetary suggestions for needed changes, provided a methodology for implementing these changes, and identified areas of domestic violence that require further study.
As a result of this report, Florida enacted legislation during the 1995 session implementing various suggestions of the Task Force. Specifically, the Legislature amended Section 455.222 of the Florida Statutes to require that all physicians, osteopaths, nurses, dentists, dental hygienists, midwives, psychologists, and psychotherapists obtain, as part of their biennial continuing education requirements, a one-hour continuing education course on domestic violence [17]. In June of 2006, Governor Jeb Bush signed into law House Bill 699. The bill, which went into effect July 1, 2006, changed the domestic violence continuing education requirement from one hour every renewal period to two hours every third renewal period.
In 1997, at the request of the Governor's Task Force, a workgroup was established by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) to evaluate the feasibility of tracking incidents of domestic violence in the state [18]. This resulted in the creation of the Domestic Violence Data Resource Center (DVDRC). The original mission of the DVDRC was to collect information related to domestic violence and to report and maintain the information in a statewide tracking system [19]. Domestic Violence Fatality Review Teams were established to examine those cases of domestic violence that resulted in a fatality and identify potential changes in policy or procedure that might prevent future deaths. The teams were comprised of representatives from law enforcement, the courts, social services, state attorneys, domestic violence centers, and others who may come into contact with domestic violence victims and perpetrators [20]. In 2000, the creation of Florida Statute 741.316 required the FDLE to annually publish a report based on the data gathered by the Fatality Review Teams [19]. Due to budgetary constraints, responsibility of compiling this data transferred to the Department of Children and Families in 2008 [21].
As part of Governor Jeb Bush's initiative, the "Family Protection Act" was signed into law in 2001. The act requires a 5-day mandatory jail term for any crime of domestic battery in which the perpetrator deliberately injures the victim. The law also makes a second battery crime a felony offense, treating offenders as serious criminals. Additional legislation, signed into law in 2002, includes Senate Bills 716 and 1974. Senate Bill 716 protects domestic violence victims by including dating relationships of six months in the definition of domestic violence laws. Senate Bill 1974 requires judges to inform victims of their rights, including the right to appear, be notified, seek restitution, and make a victim-impact statement. Governor Bush also created the Violence Free Florida campaign to increase public awareness of domestic violence issues [22].
In 2003, Governor Bush signed House Bill 1099, which
        transferred funding authority of the Florida Domestic Violence Trust Fund from the
        Department of Children and Families to the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence.
        According to the Domestic Violence in Florida 2010–2011 Annual Report to the Legislature,
        this has strengthened domestic violence services provided by streamlining the process of
        allocating funds [23].
In 2007, the Domestic Violence Leave Act was signed into law by Governor Charlie Crist [21]. This law requires employers with 50 or more employees to provide guaranteed leave for domestic violence issues.
In 2017, the FDLE reported 106,979 domestic violence offenses
          [6]. In general, domestic violence rates
        have been declining since 1998. An estimated 20.2% of domestic violence incidents involved
        spouses and 28.4% involved cohabitants; 11.5% of the victims were parents of the offenders.
        Domestic violence offenses resulted in the death of 162 victims in Florida in 2017, a number
        that has been decreasing since 2014 [6].
        Domestic violence accounted for more than 15% of the state's murders in 2017 [6].
In their 2018 Annual Report, Fatality Review Teams summarized 32 cases of domestic violence fatalities and near fatalities [49]. The most significant findings included the following observations [49]:
    
	The perpetrators were predominantly male (90%) with female victims (84%) and had prior criminal histories, generally (55%) and for domestic violence specifically (48%).
	In 32% of fatalities, the perpetrators had a known "do not contact" order filed against them, and 32% of perpetrators had a known permanent injunction for protection against them filed by someone other than the victim.
	Substance abuse histories by the perpetrator was identified in 62% of the cases and diagnosed mental health disorders in 30%.
	In most cases, neither the decedent nor perpetrator sought help from the various intervention programs available to them.


To obtain a copy of the Executive Summary of the 2018 Florida Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team Annual Report, please visit https://www.fcadv.org/sites/default/files/FACES%20OF%20FATALITY%20VIII%20web.pdf.


4. IDENTIFYING GROUPS AT RISK FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



Healthcare professionals are in a critical position to identify domestic violence victims in a variety of clinical practice settings. Nurses are often the first healthcare provider a victim of domestic violence will encounter in a healthcare setting and should therefore be prepared to provide care and support for these victims. Although women are most often the victims, domestic violence extends to others in the household as well. For example, domestic violence includes abused men, children abused by their parents or parents abused by their children, elder abuse, and abuse among siblings [3].
Many victims of abuse sustain injuries that lead them to present to hospital emergency departments. Research has found that 49.6% of women seen in emergency departments reported a history of abuse and 44% of women who were ultimately killed by their abuser had sought help in an emergency department in the two years prior to their death [25,50]. Another study of 993 police-identified female victims of IPV found that only 28% of the women were identified in the emergency department as being victims of IPV [26]. These alarming statistics demonstrate that healthcare professionals who work in acute care, such as hospital emergency rooms, should maintain a high index of suspicion for battering of the patients that they see. Healthcare professionals who work in these settings should work with hospital administrators to establish and institute assessment mechanisms to accurately detect these victims.
For every victim of abuse, there is also a perpetrator. Like their victims, perpetrators of domestic violence come from all socioeconomic backgrounds, races, religions, and walks of life [27]. Accordingly, healthcare professionals should likewise be aware that seemingly supportive family members may, in fact, be abusers.
PREGNANT WOMEN



Because a gynecologist or obstetrician is frequently a woman's primary care physician, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends that all women be routinely assessed for signs of IPV (i.e., physical and psychologic abuse, reproductive coercion, and progressive isolation), including during prenatal visits, and providers should offer support and referral information for those being abused [28]. According to the ACOG, IPV affects as many as 324,000 pregnant women each year [25]. A meta-analysis of 92 independent studies found that the average reported prevalence of emotional abuse during pregnancy was 28.4%, physical abuse was 13.8%, and sexual abuse was 8% [51]. As with all domestic violence statistics, these estimates are presumed to be lower than the actual incidence as a result of under-reporting and lack of data on women whose pregnancies ended in fetal or maternal death. This makes IPV more prevalent among pregnant women than some of the health conditions included in prenatal screenings, including pre-eclampsia and gestational diabetes [25]. Because 96% of pregnant women receive prenatal care, this is an optimal time to assess for domestic violence and develop trusting relationships with the women. Possible factors that may predispose pregnant women to IPV include being unmarried, lower socioeconomic status, young maternal age, unintended pregnancy, delayed prenatal care, lack of social support, and use of tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs [25,51].
The overarching problem of violence against pregnant women cannot be ignored, especially as both mother and fetus are at risk. At this particularly vulnerable time in a woman's life, an organized clinical construct leading to immediate diagnosis and medical intervention will ensure that therapeutic opportunities are available to the pregnant woman and will reduce the potential negative outcomes [29]. Healthcare professionals should also be aware of the possible psychologic consequences of abuse during pregnancy. There is a higher risk of stress, depression, and addiction to alcohol and drugs in abused women. These conditions may result in damage to the fetus from tobacco, drugs, and alcohol and a loss of interest on the part of the mother in her or her baby's health [16,30]. Possible direct injuries to the fetus may result from maternal trauma [25].
Control of reproductive or sexual health is also a recognized trend in IPV. This type of abuse includes trying to impregnate or become pregnant against a partner's wishes, refusal to use birth control (e.g., condoms, oral contraceptives), or stopping a partner from using birth control [4].

CHILDREN



Children exposed to family violence are at high risk for
        abuse and for emotional damage that may affect them as they grow older. The Department of
        Justice estimates that of the 76 million children in the United States, 46 million will be
        exposed to some type of violence during their childhood [52]. Results of the National Survey of Children's Exposure to Violence
        indicated that 11% of children were exposed to IPV at home within the last year, and as many
        as 26% of children were exposed to at least one form of family violence during their
        lifetimes [31]. Of those children exposed to
        IPV, 90% were direct eyewitnesses of the violence; the remaining children were exposed by
        either hearing the violence or seeing or being told about injuries [31]. Of note, according to Florida criminal
        law, witnessing domestic violence is defined as "violence in the presence of a child if an
        offender is convicted of a primary offense of domestic violence, and that offense was
        committed in the presence of a child under age 16 who is a family or household member with
        the victim or perpetrator" [32].
A number of studies indicate that child witnesses are at increased risk for post-traumatic stress disorder, impaired development, aggressive behavior, anxiety, difficulties with peers, substance abuse, and academic problems than the average child [33,54,55]. Children exposed to violence may also be more prone to dating violence (as a perpetrator or a victim), and the ability to effectively cope with partnerships and parenting later in life may be affected, continuing the cycle of violence into the next generation [34,56].
In addition to witnessing violence, various studies have shown that these children may also become direct victims of violence, and children who both witness and experience violence are at the greatest risk for adverse psychosocial outcomes [53]. Research indicates that between 30% and 60% of husbands who batter their wives also batter their children [35]. Moreover, victims of abuse will often turn on their children; statistics demonstrate that 85% of domestic violence victims abuse or neglect their children. The 2017 Crime in Florida report found that more than 16% of domestic homicide victims were children killed by a parent [6]. Teenage children are also victimized. According to the U.S. Department of Justice, between 1980 and 2008, 17.5% of all homicides against female adolescents 12 to 17 years of age were committed by an intimate partner [36]. Among young women (18 to 24 years of age), the rate is 42.9%. Abused teens often do not report the abuse. Individuals 12 to 19 years of age report only 35.7% of crimes against them, compared with 54% in older age groups [37]. Accordingly, healthcare professionals who see young children and adolescents in their practice (e.g., pediatricians, family physicians, school nurses, pediatric nurse practitioners, community health nurses) should have the tools necessary to detect these "silent victims" of domestic violence and to intervene quickly to protect young children and adolescents from further abuse. Without such critical intervention, the cycle of violence will never end.

ELDERLY



Abused and neglected elders, who may be mistreated by their spouses, partners, children, or other relatives, are among the most isolated of all victims of family violence. In a national study conducted by the National Institute of Justice in 2010, 4.6% of participants (community dwelling adults 60 years of age or older) were victims of emotional abuse in the past year, 1.6% physical abuse, 0.6% sexual abuse, 5.1% potential neglect, and 5.2% current financial abuse by a family member [38]. The estimated annual incidence of all elder abuse types is 2% to 10%, but it is believed to be severely under-measured. According to one study, only 1 in 14 cases of elder abuse are reported to the authorities [39].
The prevalence rate of elder abuse in institutional settings is not clear. However, in a 2019 review of nine studies, 64% of elder care facility staff disclosed to having perpetrated abuse against an elderly resident in the past year [40]. In a random sample survey, 24.3% of respondents reported at least one incident of elder physical abuse perpetrated by a nursing home staff member [57].
As healthcare professionals in Florida, which leads the nation in percentage of older residents, it is important to understand that the needs of older Floridians will increase as will the numbers of elder victims of domestic violence. Because elder abuse can occur in family homes, nursing homes, board and care facilities, and even medical facilities, healthcare professionals should remain keenly aware of the potential for abuse. When abuse occurs between elder partners, it is primarily manifested in one of two ways: either as a long-standing pattern of marital violence or as abuse originating in old age. In the latter case, abuse may be precipitated by issues related to advanced age, including the stress that accompanies disability and changing family relationships [39].

Evidence Based Practice Recommendation

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force concludes that the current
          evidence is insufficient to assess the balance of benefits and harms of screening all
          elderly or vulnerable adults (physically or mentally dysfunctional) for abuse and neglect. 
https://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/1558517/screening-intimate-partner-violence-abuse-elderly-vulnerable-adults-u-s

             Last Accessed: July 26, 2019

          Strength of Recommendation:  I (Evidence is lacking, of
          poor quality, or conflicting, and the balance of benefits and harms cannot be
          determined.)


It is important to understand that the domestic violence dynamic involves not only a victim but a perpetrator as well. For example, an adult son or daughter who lives in the parents' home and depends on the parents for financial support may be in a position to inflict abuse. This abuse may not always manifest itself as violence, but can lead to an environment in which the elder parent is controlled and isolated. The elder may be hesitant to seek help because the abuser's absence from the home may leave the elder without a caregiver [39]. Because these elderly victims are often isolated, dependent, infirm, or mentally impaired, it is easy for the abuse to remain undetected. Healthcare professionals in all settings should remain aware of the potential for abuse and keep a watchful eye on this particularly vulnerable group.

MEN



Statistics confirm that domestic violence is predominantly perpetrated by men against women; however, there is evidence to suggest that women also exhibit violent behavior against their male partners [4]. Studies demonstrate approximately 5% of murdered men are killed by intimate partners [36]. It is persuasively argued that the impact on the health of female victims of domestic violence is generally much more severe than the impact on the health of male victims [42]. Approximately 512,770 women were raped and/or physically assaulted by an intimate partner in 2008, compared to 101,050 men [58]. In addition, 1 in 4 women has been physically assaulted, raped, and/or stalked by an intimate partner, compared with 1 out of every 10 men [1]. Rape, non-contact unwanted sexual experiences, and stalking against men are primarily perpetrated by other men, while other forms of violence against men were perpetrated mostly by women [5]. Male victims of IPV experienced 3 victimizations per 1,000 boys and men 12 years of age or older in 1994, and this rate decreased by 64%, to 1.1 per 1,000, in 2010 [11]. Of all homicides committed against men between 1980 and 2008, 7.1% were committed by an intimate partner [36]. Although women are more often victims of IPV, healthcare professionals should always keep in mind that men can also be victimized and assess accordingly.

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER VICTIMS



Domestic violence exists in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) communities, and the rates are thought to mirror those of heterosexual women—approximately 25% [43]. However, women living with female intimate partners experience less IPV than women living with men [6]. Conversely, men living with male intimate partners experience more IPV than do men who live with female intimate partners [6]. In addition, 78% of IPV homicide victims reported in 2017 were transgender women or cisgender men [24]. This supports other statistics indicating that IPV is perpetrated primarily by men. A form of abuse specific to the gay community is for an abuser to threaten or to proceed with "outing" a partner to others [41,43].
Transgender individuals appear to be at particular risk for violence. According to a large national report, transgender victims of IPV were 1.9 times more likely to experience physical violence and 3.9 times more likely to experience discrimination than other members of the LGBT community [24].
In 2017, an annual national report recorded 52 incidences of hate violence-related homicides of LGBT+ people, the highest incident number recorded in its 20-year history [24]. This increasing prevalence of anti-LGBT+ violence can exacerbate IPV in LGBT+ communities. For example, a person who loses their job because of anti-trans bias may be more financially reliant on an unhealthy relationship. An abusive partner may also use the violence that an LGBT+ person experiences from their family as a way of isolating that person further [24].
Because of the stigma of being LGBT, victims may be reticent to report abuse and afraid that their sexual orientation or biologic sex will be revealed. In one study, the three major barriers to seeking help were a limited understanding of the problem of LGBT IPV, stigma, and systemic inequities [41]. Many in this community feel that support services (e.g., shelters, support groups, crisis hotlines) are not available to them due to homophobia of the service providers. Unfortunately, this results in the victim feeling isolated and unsupported. Healthcare professionals should strive to be sensitive and supportive when working with homosexual patients.


5. CHARACTERISTICS OF PERPETRATORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE



Abuser characteristics have been studied far less frequently than victim characteristics. Some studies suggest a correlation between the occurrence of abuse and the consumption of alcohol. A man who abuses alcohol is also likely to abuse his mate, although the abuser may not necessarily be inebriated at the time the abuse is inflicted [44]. Domestic violence assessment questionnaires should include questions that explore social drinking habits of both victims and their mates.
Other studies demonstrate that abusive mates are generally possessive and jealous. Another characteristic related to the abuser's dependency and jealousy is extreme suspiciousness. This characteristic may be so extreme as to border on paranoia [12]. Domestic violence victims frequently report that abusers are extremely controlling of the everyday activities of the family. This domination is generally all encompassing and often includes maintaining complete control of finances and activities of the victim (e.g., work, school, social interactions) [12].
In addition, abusers often suffer from low self-esteem and their sense of self and identity is directly connected to their partner [12]. Extreme dependence is common in both abusers and those being abused. Due to low self-esteem and self-worth, emotional dependence often occurs in both partners, but even more so in the abuser. Emotional dependence in the victim stems from both physical and psychologic abuse, which results in a negative self-image and lack of self-worth. Financial dependence is also very common, as the abuser often withholds or controls financial resources to maintain power over the victim [27].

6. SCREENING FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ABUSE




Evidence Based Practice Recommendation

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommends that clinicians screen
        women of childbearing age for intimate partner violence, such as domestic violence, and
        provide or refer women who screen positive to intervention services. This recommendation
        applies to women who do not have signs or symptoms of abuse.
https://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/1558517/screening-intimate-partner-violence-abuse-elderly-vulnerable-adults-u-s

             Last Accessed: July 26, 2019
Strength of Recommendation: B (There is
        high certainty that the net benefit is moderate or there is moderate certainty that the net
        benefit is moderate to substantial.)


There is no universal guideline for identifying and responding to domestic violence, but it is universally accepted that a plan for screening, assessing, and referring patients of suspected abuse should be in place at every healthcare facility. Guidelines should review appropriate interview techniques for a given setting and should also include the utilization of assessment tools. Furthermore, protocols within each facility or healthcare setting should include referral, documentation, and follow-up. This section relies heavily on the guidelines outlined in the Family Violence Prevention Fund's National Consensus Guidelines on Identifying and Responding to Domestic Violence Victimization in Health Care Settings; however, protocols should be customized based on individual practice settings and resources available [35]. The CDC has provided a compilation of assessment tools for healthcare workers to assist in recognizing and accurately interpreting behaviors associated with domestic violence and abuse, which may be accessed at https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/ipv/ipvandsvscreening.pdf [45].
Several barriers to screening for domestic violence have been
      noted, including a lack of knowledge and training, time constraints, lack of privacy for
      asking appropriate questions, and the sensitive nature of the subject [35]. Although awareness and assessment for IPV
      has increased among healthcare providers, many are still hesitant to inquire about abuse [46]. At a minimum, those exhibiting signs of
      domestic violence should be screened. Although victims of IPV may not display typical signs
      and symptoms when they present to healthcare providers, there are certain cues that may be
      attributed to abuse. The obvious cues are physical. Injuries range from bruises, cuts, black
      eyes, concussions, broken bones, and miscarriages to permanent injuries such as damage to
      joints, partial loss of hearing or vision, and scars from burns, bites, or knife wounds.
      Typical injury patterns include contusions or minor lacerations to the head, face, neck,
      breast, or abdomen and musculoskeletal injuries. These are often distinguishable from
      accidental injuries, which are more likely to involve the extremities of the body. Abuse
      victims are also more likely to have multiple injuries than accident victims. When this
      pattern of injuries is seen, particularly in combination with evidence of old injury, physical
      abuse should be suspected [44].
In addition to physical signs and symptoms, domestic violence
      victims also exhibit psychologic cues that resemble an agitated depression. As a result of
      prolonged stress, various psychosomatic symptoms that generally lack an organic basis often
      manifest. For example, complaints of backaches, headaches, and digestive problems are common.
      Often, there are reports of fatigue, restlessness, insomnia, or loss of appetite. Great
      amounts of anxiety, guilt, and depression or dysphoria are also typical. Women who experienced
      IPV are also more likely to report asthma, irritable bowel syndrome, and diabetes [4]. Healthcare professionals should look beyond
      the typical symptoms of a domestic violence victim and work within their respective practice
      settings to develop appropriate assessment mechanisms to detect victims who exhibit less
      obvious symptoms.
The unique relationship dynamics of the abuser and abused are not easily detected under the best of circumstances. They may be especially difficult to uncover in circumstances in which the parties are suspicious and frightened, as might be expected when a victim presents to the emergency department. The key to detection, however, is to establish a proper assessment tool that can be utilized in the particular setting and to maintain a keen awareness for the cues described in this course. Screening for IPV should be carried out at the entry points of contact between victims and medical care (e.g., primary care, emergency services, obstetric and gynecologic services, psychiatric services, and pediatric care) [35].
The key to an initial assessment is to obtain an adequate history. Establishing that a patient's injuries are secondary to abuse is the first task. Clearly, there will be times when a victim is injured so severely that treatment of these injuries becomes the first priority. After such treatment is rendered, however, it is important that healthcare professionals not ignore the reasons that brought the victim to the emergency department [35].

7. ASSESSING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ABUSE



Healthcare providers have reported that even if routine screening and inquiry results in a positive identification of IPV, the next steps of assessing and referring are often difficult, and many feel that they are not adequately prepared [46]. According to the Family Violence Prevention Fund, the goals of the assessment are to create a supportive environment, gather information about health problems associated with the abuse, and assess the immediate and long-term health and safety needs for the patient to develop an intervention [35].
Assessment of domestic violence victims should occur
      immediately after disclosure of abuse and at any follow-up appointments. Assessing immediate
      safety is priority. Having a list of questions readily available and well-practiced can help
      alleviate the uncertainty of how to begin to the assessment (Table
        1). If the patient is in immediate danger, referral to an
      advocate, support system, hotline, or shelter is indicated [35].
Table 1: ASSESSMENT OF IMMEDIATE SAFETY FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS
	
              Are you in immediate danger?
Is your partner at the health facility now?
Do you want to (or have to) go home with your partner?
Do you have somewhere safe to go?
Have there been threats or direct abuse of the children (if s/he has
                  children)?
Are you afraid your life may be in danger?
Has the violence gotten worse or is it getting scarier? Is it happening
                  more often?
Has your partner used weapons, alcohol or drugs?
Has your partner ever held you or your children against your
                  will?
Does your partner ever watch you closely, follow you or stalk
                  you?
Has your partner ever threatened to kill you, him/herself or your
                  children?


            


Source: [35]


If the patient is not in immediate danger, the assessment may continue with a focus on the impact of IPV on the patient's mental and physical health and the pattern of history and current abuse [35]. These responses will help formulate an appropriate intervention.
CULTURALLY SENSITIVE ASSESSMENT



During the assessment process, a practitioner should be open and sensitive
        to the patient's worldview, cultural belief systems and how he/she views the illness [47]. This may reduce the tendency to
        over-pathologize or minimize health concerns of ethnic minority patients.
Pachter proposed a dynamic model that involves several tiers and
        transactions [48]. The first component of
        Pachter's model calls for the practitioner to take responsibility for cultural awareness and
        knowledge. The professional should be willing to acknowledge that he/she does not possess
        enough or adequate knowledge in health beliefs and practices among the different ethnic and
        cultural groups he/she comes in contact with. Reading and becoming familiar with medical
        anthropology is a good first step.
The second component emphasizes the need for specifically tailored
        assessment [48]. Pachter advocates the
        notion that there is tremendous diversity within groups. For example, one cannot
        automatically assume that a Cuban immigrant adheres to traditional beliefs. Often, there are
        many variables, such as level of acculturation, age at immigration, educational level, and
        socioeconomic status, that influence health ideologies. Finally, the third component
        involves a negotiation process between the patient and the professional [48]. The negotiation consists of a dialogue
        that involves a genuine respect of beliefs. It is important to remember that these beliefs
        may affect symptoms or appropriate interventions in the case of domestic violence.
Culturally sensitive assessment involves a dynamic framework whereby the
        practitioner engages in a continual process of questioning. By incorporating cultural
        sensitivity into the assessment of individuals with a history of being victims or
        perpetrators of domestic violence, it may be possible to intervene and offer treatment more
        effectively.


8. INTERVENTIONS FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ABUSE



After the assessment is complete, the patient may or may not want immediate assistance or referral. It is important for healthcare providers to assure patients in a nonjudgmental manner that the decision of what they would like in terms of assistance is their choice and that the provider will help regardless of the decisions they are currently ready to make [35].
If the patient would like to immediately implement a plan of action, information for referral to a local domestic violence shelter to assist the victim and the victim's family should be readily available. The acute situation should be referred immediately to local law enforcement officials. Other resources in an acute situation include crisis hotlines and rape relief centers. After a victim is introduced into the system, counseling and follow-up are generally available by individual counselors who specialize in the care of battered women and their spouses and children. These may include social workers, psychologists, psychiatrists, other mental health workers, and community mental health services. The goals are to make the resources accessible and safe and to enhance support for those who are unsure of their options [35].
In Florida, a 24-hour domestic violence hotline is available
      for toll-free counseling and information. The number is 800-500-1119. The counselors answering
      the toll-free line may refer the victim to her or his local domestic violence center. A list
      of Florida certified domestic violence centers organized by county and city may also be found
      on the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence website at https://www.fcadv.org/local-center-services. As of 2018, Florida had 72 certified
      domestic violence centers that provide information and referral services, counseling and case
      management services, a 24-hour hotline, temporary emergency shelter for more than 24 hours,
      educational services for community awareness relative to domestic violence, assessment and
      appropriate referral of resident children, and training for law enforcement personnel.

9. DOCUMENTATION AND FOLLOW-UP



It is imperative that healthcare professionals document all findings and recommendations regarding domestic violence in the victim's medical record, including a patient's denial of abuse, if applicable. If domestic violence is disclosed, documentation should include relevant history, results of the physical examination, findings of laboratory and other diagnostic procedures, and results of the assessment, intervention, and referral. The medical record can be an invaluable document in establishing the credibility of the victim's story when seeking legal aid [35].
Healthcare professionals should offer a follow-up appointment if disclosure of past or current abuse is present. Reassurance that assistance is available to the patient at any time is critical in helping to break the cycle of abuse [35].
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        provides an array of resources for victims and practitioners, including
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Course Overview



Today, some label human trafficking as a form of "modern day slavery," and frequently,
        human trafficking has been linked to sex work and prostitution, although there are other
        forms of trafficking, such as forced labor and domestic work. Human trafficking can involve
        women, men, and children. Its victims experience a host of psychologic problems, including
        post-traumatic stress, helplessness, and depression, due to the physical, sexual, and
        psychologic abuse they have experienced. This course encompasses a basic overview of human
        trafficking. The course will attempt to provide practitioners with a glimpse of the
        realities of human trafficking victims' lives and the physical, psychologic, social, and
        sexual abuse they experience. Specific interventions and responses are covered, including
        mental health, social services, educational, prevention, and legal efforts. The course
        provides an array of resources for victims and practitioners, including
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1. INTRODUCTION



Although human trafficking has always existed, it has begun to receive increased attention as a result of awareness and outreach efforts. All social problems compete for attention, and various groups will make compelling claims about social problems using persuasive rhetoric and dramatic statistics [1]. More than just a human rights issue, it has garnered attention from feminists, religious conservatives, labor activists, immigration specialists, and the mental health professions [2]. Furthermore, attention will be drawn from the media, politicians, organizations, and public, all of whom will respond to the gravity of the condition. It is through this process of claims-making and counter claims-making that "conditions" that may not necessarily have initially attracted attention can develop into a recognized social problem [1]. How the problem is described or constructed will influence public opinion, which will then ultimately facilitate action from governmental agencies, social service organizations, and international agencies [3,4,5].
This course will provide a basic overview of human trafficking (e.g., the scope, definitions and frameworks, contributing factors, different forms). The course will attempt to provide practitioners a glimpse of the lives of human trafficking victims, including physical, psychologic, social, and sexual abuse that human trafficking victims experience and the types of control tactics perpetrators use. Specific interventions and responses will be covered, including mental health, social services, educational, prevention, and legal efforts. Finally, for practitioners who do work with human trafficking victims, the emotional toil that it takes upon practitioners as well as the importance of self-care will be discussed. The course will end by offering an array of resources. Practitioners will be encouraged to view films and documentaries about human trafficking, as this is one way to "enter the lives" of human trafficking victims and better understand the dynamics of the complex world of human trafficking.

2. SCOPE OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING



As the issue of human trafficking is so complex, it is difficult to determine the scope of the problem. Many scholars and researchers believe that published estimates are just educated guesses. On a global level, the International Labour Organization has estimated that there are 40.3 million human trafficking victims [6]. The estimates for the United States are not totally clear, but there were approximately 78,000 human trafficking victims reported to the U.S. State Department in 2016; only an estimated 0.2% are rescued [7]. According to Polaris, which founded and runs the National Human Trafficking Hotline, there have been a total of 40,200 cases of human trafficking reported since 2007 [7].
Weitzer's content analysis of websites and publications about human trafficking found that human trafficking is portrayed as an epidemic, growing at alarming rates, with some government reports estimating 40,000 to 50,000 individuals trafficked in the United States each year [8]. Weitzer argues that many of the reports have overestimated the scope of the problem and points out that the estimates fluctuate drastically year to year [9]. Sex trafficking tends to be portrayed more frequently due to its sensationalism. In a study of 50 human trafficking campaigns in Spain between 2004 and 2017, 40 (80%) depicted sex trafficking and exploitation involving women [10]. The U.S. Department of Justice reported 1,045 convictions for human trafficking-related crimes in 2017, including forced labor and sex trafficking of adults and minors. This was an increase of more than 78% over the number reported in 2015 [6]. In 2016, the International Labour Organization stated that there were 4.8 million victims of sex trafficking, and 15.4 million in forced marriages. The majority (62%) of those trafficked are in Asia and Pacific regions [11]. In 2017, it is estimated that there are 24.9 million people around the world who are in forced labor [11].
Florida ranks third in the United States in terms of destinations for trafficked persons [12]. In 2018, the National Human Trafficking Hotline received 1,885 contacts (e.g., phone calls, texts, e-mails) and 767 human trafficking cases reported in Florida. The most common type was sex trafficking (68%), followed by labor trafficking (16.5%) and combined sex/labor trafficking (7.5%) [12]. The majority of victims were female (69%) and adult (55.8%).

3. DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING



The United Nations defines human trafficking as [13]:
The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by
        means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of
        deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability, or of the giving or
        receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over
        another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum,
        the exploitation or the prostitution or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or
        services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude, or the removal of
        organs.


In essence, this definition involves three elements: the
      transport of the person, the force or coercion of the victim, and the abuse and exploitation
        [14]. The United Nations Office on Drugs and
      Crime divides the definition of human trafficking into three sections: the act, means, and
      purpose [15]. The act, or what is done,
      generally refers to activities such as recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or
      receipt of persons. The means of trafficking consists of threats or use of force, coercion,
      abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or giving payments or benefits
      to a person in control of the victim. Finally, these acts are carried out for the purpose of
      exploitation, which includes prostitution, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery or
      forced servitude, and the removal of organs [15]. It is important to remember that human trafficking is not human smuggling. Human smuggling
      involves an individual being brought into a country through illegal means and is voluntary.
      The individual has provided some remuneration to another individual or party to accomplish
      this goal [16].


The following video, produced by Free the Slaves, provides a snapshot of modern slavery,
        including the economics of slavery and the various types of slavery worldwide.
      
        To see this media go to  
        http://www.NetCE.com/activities/ using a browser that supports Adobe Flash.
      
[image: DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING]
 For more information, visit Free the Slaves
        at https://www.freetheslaves.net.


The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) defines human trafficking to include both sex trafficking and labor trafficking [17]. Sex trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting of a person for the purposes of a commercial sex act, in which the commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age. Labor trafficking is the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purposes of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. A victim need not be physically transported from one location to another for the crime to fall within this definition.
In many cases, women and children are considered the typical victims of human trafficking. Hart posits that women are more vulnerable to trafficking due to the lack of social safety nets in many developing countries [18]. Coupled with women's subordinate social statuses in many cultures, this leads to the "feminization of poverty." Although the social conditions may make women and children more vulnerable to human trafficking, the reality is that men are also victims of human trafficking.
Overall, the definition of human trafficking is ambiguous because of the many intersections with other issues (e.g., sexual abuse, domestic violence, forced marriage, forced labor) [19]. It occurs both domestically and internationally, but is primarily a hidden problem. This makes research efforts, the prosecution of perpetrators, and policy and community efforts to protect victims even more challenging [19].

4. FORMS OF TRAFFICKING



SEX TRAFFICKING



The TVPA of 2000 is a U.S. federal statute passed by Congress to address the issue of human trafficking and offers protection for human trafficking victims [17]. This statute defines sex trafficking as, "the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act" [17]. A commercial sex act is, "any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or received by any person" [17]. In other words, it usually involves the illegal transport of humans into another country to be exploited in a sexual manner for financial gains [20]. However, it does not always involve the transport of victims from one region to another; such cases are referred to as "internal trafficking" [21]. Victims of sex trafficking could be forced into prostitution, stripping, pornography, escort services, and other sexual services [22]. Victims may be adult women or men or children, although there is a higher prevalence of women and girls. The term "domestic minor sex trafficking" has become a popular term used to connote the buying, selling, and/or trading of children younger than 18 years of age for sexual services within the country, not internationally [22,23]. An element of force, fraud, or coercion is not necessary, as the victims are children and inherently vulnerable [23]. In the United States, the children most vulnerable to domestic minor sex trafficking are those who are homeless, abused, runaways, and/or in child protective services [22].
Although highly controversial, it is said that sex trafficking victims differ from prostitutes in that sex trafficking victims are forced to involuntarily perform sexual services and are often not paid for their "work." Sex trafficking involves the use of force and coercion and can encompass other forms of criminal sexual activities, including forced erotic dancing, "mail-order brides," and pornography [21]. On the other hand, individuals involved in prostitution make a decision to provide sex services for a fee. The decision to enter prostitution does not eliminate the possibility of being a victim of trafficking if one is held against his/her will through physical and/or psychologic abuse [24]. It is also important to remember that this does not necessarily mean prostitution is a choice these individuals would have made if other options were available or that they have a choice in selecting their sexual partners and/or sexual activities [25].


Visit the PBS Frontline website (https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/slaves/map/indexflash.html) and read the
        transcripts of interviews with a sex trafficker and five Eastern European female victims
        who were deceived into sexual slavery.



BONDED LABOR/FORCED LABOR



The United Nations has defined debt bondage as [26]:
The status or condition arising from a pledge by a debtor of his personal
          services or of those of a person under his control as security for a debt, if the value of
          those services as reasonably assessed is not applied towards the liquidation of the debt
          or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and
          defined.


Essentially, because the individual does not have money as collateral for the debt owed, the individual pledges his/her labor or, in some cases, the labor of a child or another individual for an unspecified amount of time [27]. These individuals may be transported or trafficked into another country for the purpose of forced labor.
In many cases of bonded labor, the initial loan may be welcomed by the individual. However, the victims do not realize that with the low wages, unspoken high interest rates and other continually accruing fees, and the perpetrator's manipulation of the "accounts," laborers can never repay the loans. Some estimate that half of all persons in forced labor are bonded laborers. The majority of bonded labor cases occur in India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan [28]. Some families find themselves in a cycle of poverty as the debt cannot be paid off and is passed down from generation to generation [27]. Bonded labor can involve laborers in brick kilns, mines, stone quarries, looming factories, agricultural farms, and other manufacturing factories [27]. In the United States, individuals may be trafficked to work long hours in garment factories, restaurants, and other manufacturing sectors. Frequently, the employer/captor will take away victims' identifications, monitor their movements, socially isolate them, and/or threaten deportation if they do not comply [29]. Migrant workers are at high risk of forced labor [24].
In the United States, forced labor is predominantly found in five sectors [29]:
	Prostitution and sex industry (46%)
	Domestic servitude (27%)
	Agriculture (10%)
	Sweatshops and factories (5%)
	Restaurant and hotel work (4%)


It is speculated that most of the forced labor occurs in California, Florida, New York, and Texas, all major routes for international travel [29].
Domestic servitude refers to a category of domestic workers
        (usually female) who work as servants, housekeepers, maids, and/or caregivers, often in
        private homes. In some cases, young women are lured with the promise of a good education and
        work, and when they arrive in the United States, they are exploited economically,
        physically, and/or sexually. Their passports or identification papers are taken away, and
        they are told they have to pay off the debt incurred for their travel, processing fees, and
        any other bogus expenses. Because they do not speak English, they find they have no other
        recourse but to endure exploitive working conditions [30]. Unfortunately, as in many sectors of forced labor, there are no
        regulations to monitor the conditions under which domestic servants operate [29].


The following documentary, A Global Alliance Against Forced
        Labour, was produced by the International Labour Organization in order to
        tell the stories of men and women forced to labor and show what is being done globally to
        combat modern day slavery. 
      
        To see this media go to  
        http://www.NetCE.com/activities/ using a browser that supports Adobe Flash.
      
[image: BONDED LABOR/FORCED LABOR]
 For more information, visit the International Labour
        Organization at https://www.ilo.org. 



CHILD LABOR



Child labor can be viewed as a specific form of bonded labor or forced labor. However, not all child laborers have been trafficked. Child labor is defined by International Labour Organization (ILO) as economic labor performed by a child younger than 15 years of age or hazardous labor done by a child 18 years of age or younger. Child labor is deeply rooted in poverty and the infrastructure and political stability of the country as well as market forces [31]. The ILO estimates that there are 152 million child laborers in the world [32]. Between 2000 and 2016 there was a nearly 38% decrease in the number of children in child labor. The reduction was greater for girls (43%) than for boys (34%). The largest numbers of child laborers are found in Asia and the Pacific region; however, there is evidence that the number of child laborers in Africa is increasing [32].
The definition of child labor is controversial because the definitions for "work" and "childhood" are ambiguous and often culturally defined [33]. On a conceptual level, work may be beneficial for the socialization and educational processes of children [33,34]. So, it is important to differentiate between child work and child labor. Child work has been defined as activities that are supervised by an adult and that promote the development and growth of the child, while child labor does not benefit the child [31]. Many definitions of child labor create a dichotomy whereby child work is considered not harmful while child labor has negative emotional, intellectual, and social consequences [35]. Work that is exploitive for children has been defined as working long hours at a young age, work that is poorly compensated, and work that produces physical, social, and psychologic stress that will hamper development, access to education, and self-esteem [36]. The ILO adds that child labor is work that interferes, deprives, and interrupts schooling and places children in the position of trying to balance school and long work hours [34].
It is important to remember that child labor occurs in the United States. Runaway and homeless youths are at greatest risk, often lured by promises of work and housing [37]. The Polaris Project found that the top three forms of child labor trafficking in the United States were begging, peddling, and traveling sales crews [37].

CHILD CONSCRIPTION



In some cases of trafficking, children are kidnapped and trafficked to serve as soldiers. Other times, children are coerced by a narrative indicating they will be serving a higher purpose and avenge the deaths of family and friends; this is known as comradeship [38]. Some children are actively recruited and may be promised a small salary to "voluntarily" join. In a study of 132 cases of child conscription in Columbia, 18% of the children were motivated by perceived economic rewards [39]. Many children lack educational opportunities or hope for a better future, perceiving soldiering as the only option [38]. Conscripted girls often cite educational opportunities as a motive [38]. In Nepal, former female soldiers also indicated they were driven to volunteer in the armed groups by a fear that if they stayed with their families they would be married away as children or raped [38].
It is estimated that at any one time 250,000 to 300,000 children younger than 18 years of age are currently serving as child soldiers [40,41]. Traffickers prefer to recruit children to serve as soldiers because they are inexpensive and more easily molded and shaped to comply and obey without question [42]. They are also more likely to kill fearlessly and recklessly. Child soldiers are treated as adults, without any regard to how the physical and psychologic rigors of war will affect them psychologically and developmentally. In Uganda, where children are kidnapped or recruited as child soldiers relatively often, the Lord's Resistance Army has been known to initiate new child soldiers in brutal ritualized killings of others so as to terrorize them into submission and annihilate any moral conscience they may have about killing [42]. In Afghanistan, children have been recruited by the Taliban and have served as suicide bombers [28].
It can be difficult to comprehend the atrocities that these children witness and experience. Bayer, Klasen, and Adam conducted a study involving 169 former Ugandan and Congolese child soldiers who were an average of 15.3 years of age [43]. Almost all (92.9%) reported having witnessed a shooting, 89% witnessed someone wounded, and 84% witnessed someone seriously beaten. A total of 54.4% reported having killed someone, and 27.8% reported that they were forced to engage in sexual activity [43]. In another study, the researchers found that the experience of conscription among children produced significant emotional and psychologic traumas and a host of cognitive and behavioral problems [24]. In this study of 19 child soldiers, 18 had volunteered to join the army and one had been abducted. Although most of the children volunteered into the army, their participation became involuntary. Some tried to run away or disobey, which resulted in beatings and imprisonment. If captured, they were told to commit suicide [24]. The reintegration of child soldiers is not easy. Many are stigmatized when they return to their home villages, as their families and friends fear that these former child soldiers may be violent [41,44].


Listen to a National Public Radio interview with Ishmael Beah, a former child soldier,
        at https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7519542.




5. FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING



GLOBALIZATION



Human trafficking has been called one of the "darkest sides of globalization" [45]. Globalization is the term used to describe the interconnectedness of countries and nations, which facilitates easy communication, exchange of ideas, and flow of goods, capital, and services [45]. Crimes such as human trafficking are affected by globalization just as legitimate businesses are [46]. Furthermore, the ideals of Western capitalism may reinforce human trafficking as a business or industry, with its emphasis on the free market and the flow of goods and services across international borders [46].
Globalization has also created the need for cheaper labor [28,47]. A study involving 160 countries examined the effects of globalization and human trafficking trends [48]. Researchers found a positive relationship between globalization and trafficking for forced labor, prostitution, and debt bondage.

POVERTY



Poverty and incessant economic stressors caused by civil wars, natural disasters, and collapses of government systems all contribute to human trafficking [18,23,49]. Families entrenched in deep poverty may feel they have no other recourse but to sell a child or may be more easily lured with promises of money and a better future [49,50,51]. In one study, the odds of being trafficked were nine times greater for those who felt extremely hopeless about upward mobility compared with those with lower levels of hopelessness [49].

SOCIAL AND FAMILIAL DISORGANIZATION



Community factors (such as high social disorganization characterized by violence, unemployment, and high crime) contribute to higher risk of trafficking [23]. In addition, families marked by instability (e.g., domestic violence, child abuse, continual unemployment) are also at higher risk of having a member trafficked [23].

CORRUPTION



Human trafficking cannot occur without the existence of corruption within existing infrastructures. Public officials, police officers, and local leaders in many developing countries have been known to take bribes to provide protection to parties involved in various aspects of human trafficking [45,48,52].

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY



The rampant use of digital technology, such as the Internet,
        greatly facilitates sex trafficking. The relative anonymity of online contact can empower
        traffickers to recruit or sell victims. Graphic images of women and children engaged in
        sexual acts can be easily disseminated over the Internet [53]. Traffickers may employ the Internet for advertising, marketing to those
        interested in making pornography [53]. In
        addition, social media sites such as Facebook, Craigslist, and Instagram have been used as a
        means of facilitating trafficking (e.g., by connecting and grooming potential victims) [54,55,56]. Newsgroups offer
        opportunities for those interested in locating women and children for sexual
        exploitation.
In a qualitative study, smartphones were found to be integral in the business of trafficking [54]. Researchers indicated the phones were used "to maintain contact with each other, in order to facilitate the business 'transactions' and stay in touch with transnational 'partners' and other traffickers who remained in the country of origin" [54,55].

RACIALIZED SEXUAL STEREOTYPES



Race and ethnicity have been inextricably linked to sexual
        violence and victimization. Myths regarding sexuality in certain cultures or racial
        fetishization may affect trafficking patterns. For example, there is an over-representation
        of Asian women on American Internet pornography sites in part due to popular myths
        sexualizing, eroticizing, and exoticizing Asian women. This has translated into trafficking,
        as traffickers respond to the demand for young Asian women and girls in part fueled by these
        stereotypes of exotic, docile, submissive, and eager-to-please Asian women [30]. These stereotypes devalue and dehumanize
        people, which is the underlying core of human trafficking. This contributes to the
        acceptability of the exploitation of individuals, particularly members of marginalized
        groups [57].
These racial stereotypes go beyond simply framing the victims
        in a particular manner [58]. They raise
        implicit questions regarding how the powers of state are depicted. In other words, the
        patriarchal attitudes of certain countries lead to "bad" or "backward" cultural practices or
        ways of being that then cause trafficking—setting up is a dichotomy of the "West" and
        "others" [58].

CULTURE



Although many are careful in linking cultural factors to the
        etiology of human trafficking for fear of imposing judgment on a particular culture, many
        maintain that cultural ideologies that tolerate sexual trafficking, bonded labor, and child
        labor may be a stronger factor than poverty in predicting trafficking rates [30,36]. For example, some cultures emphasize collectivism and prioritizing the
        needs of the family and group first before the needs of the individual. Some children may
        feel they have to sacrifice themselves for their family when traffickers promise money [30]. Traffickers also know that they can
        threaten to hurt victims' families to keep them from escaping [30].
Furthermore, in many cultures, boys are more highly valued
        than girls, and as a result, girls are considered more dispensable [30]. Sons are considered the family's social
        security, staying with the family while daughters marry into other families. Therefore,
        girls may be more likely to be sold into slavery than boys.
Child labor is also inextricably tied to cultural factors. In
        India, for example, child labor is common because it is believed that children in the lower
        levels of caste system (i.e., the "untouchables") should be socialized early to understand
        their positions in society [36]. It has been
        observed that when traditional cultural and societal norms about women's roles were relaxed
        in some European countries and more women entered the labor force, child labor decreased
          [36]. Ultimately, it is difficult to
        unravel the effects of poverty and culture because the pressures of poverty can lead
        families to use tradition as a justification to sacrifice young men, women, and children
          [36].
Ultimately, the conversation about human trafficking is complex, and to attempt to isolate the causes is beyond challenging. Multiple factors have been suggested as possibly predicting human trafficking, including macroeconomic factors (e.g., gross domestic product per capita), unemployment rates, female inequality, cultural oppression, and lack of protection of women's rights [59,60]. In one study, ease of land access to the destination country appeared to be a powerful predictor in terms of the number of individuals trafficked [59].


6. THE TRAFFICKING EXPERIENCE



Five stages of the trafficking experience have been identified [61,62,63]:
	Pre-departure stage: The period before the victim becomes involved in the trafficking situation. This may include recruitment and preparing for travel.
	Travel and transit stage: The time after recruitment during which the victim "agrees" or is coerced into the trafficked situation. This phase also includes the journey whereby the trafficker(s) brings the victim(s) to their work destination. It is important to remember that this stage can be very dangerous and can involve numerous transit points.
	Destination stage: This is the period during which the victim arrives at the intended
          destination. This stage is marked by exploitation, abuse, victimization, and coercion. One
          way to control the victims is to continually inflate their debt so they have to constantly
          work to pay it off. Another is to confine and isolate victims.
	Detention, deportation, and criminal evidence stage: If a victim is arrested by the police or immigration authorities, victims are held in legal proceedings and they often fear deportation, and/or retaliation from the trafficker(s).
	Integration and re-integration stage: During this stage, government and nongovernment agencies provide services to victims that involve a long process of attempting to reintegrate the victim back into his/her community.


TRAFFICKERS: AN OVERVIEW



Much attention has been focusing on victims of trafficking; however, it is important to also understand the perpetrators.
Methods of Recruitment



It has been suggested human traffickers employ five general
          strategies to recruit and traffic victims [64,65,66,67]:
      
	Kidnapping: Traffickers may kidnap their victims. They may lure them with food or treats or take them by force. Victims with few if any social ties are highly vulnerable, as no one will miss them or report their disappearance.
	Targeting poor families: Traffickers may convince families to sell their children (often daughters). Because many families in developing countries live in abject poverty, traffickers will stress to victims' families how the money will help them to survive. Other traffickers may tell families that selling their daughter will provide her with more promising opportunities.
	Developing a false romantic relationship with victim: A tactic often used with young girls, perpetrators pose as boyfriends by romancing victims, buying gifts, and proclaiming their love. Victims have a difficult time believing that their boyfriends would hurt or deceive them, making them easy targets for trafficking.
	Fake storefronts: Some employment, modeling, or marriage agencies are fronts for illegal trafficking operations. A potential victim might be lured with the promise of employment, a lucrative modeling contract, or an arranged marriage in the United States. After victims have been lured in, traffickers come to assess their "product." Perpetrators may be family members or friends.
	Legal storefronts: Some legal businesses in the tourism, entertainment, and leisure industries integrate trafficking activities into their business structure.
	Recruiting local prostitutes: Traffickers might purchase prostitutes working in local night clubs from brothel owners or simply lure prostitutes by promising them a more affluent future. Women working as prostitutes may later recruit younger victims.



The Financial Profits



Unfortunately, human trafficking can be a lucrative business. According to the ILO, profits from forced labor, trafficking, and modern slavery are estimated to be $150 billion annually [68]. The majority of this total is attributable to commercial sexual exploitation ($99 billion) followed by construction/manufacturing/mining ($34 billion), agriculture ($9 billion), and domestic work ($8 billion) [68].
The receiving country and location of trafficking will affect the profits. For example, if a girl is kidnapped from a village in Nepal and taken to India, she can be sold in India for $1,000 [64]. If she is then trafficked to the United States, she could be sold for $20,000.
Interestingly, the "cost" of a slave has not risen over time. According to Bales, the cost of obtaining a slave to work in the agriculture sector in 2007 was about $100; in 1850, this same slave would cost the equivalent of $40,000 in 2007 currency [69]. In one study, it was approximated that in the United States, a trafficker can make an average of about $300,000 per victim lifetime, which would total $32 billion annually [70]. Income in larger cities (e.g., Atlanta, San Diego, Washington, DC) may be even greater.



7. CONSEQUENCES OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING: IMPACT ON VICTIMS



The social realities of victims of human trafficking are difficult to comprehend, and some may wonder why victims remained silent and complied with their traffickers. The Silence Compliance Model was created to explore the factors that promote victims' seeming willingness to comply to their traffickers' demands [71]. This model has three categories: coercion, collusion, and contrition. Victims are coerced, brutalized, and threatened, and basic necessities of life are withheld from them. Methods of psychologic coercion include isolation, induced exhaustion, threats, degradation, and monopolizing perception [72]. This serves to silence victims and create a sense of helplessness. By isolating and controlling victims' movements and limiting their exposure to the outside world, traffickers have complete monopoly of their attention and perception of reality [72]. Victims are then forced to collude with the traffickers as a result of their relative isolation, fear, false sense of belonging, and complete dependence on the trafficker. Finally, victims feel contrite, ashamed, stigmatized, and remorseful of the things they have been made to do [71].
PSYCHOLOGIC AND MENTAL HEALTH CONSEQUENCES



Victims of trafficking experience a host of psychologic,
        mental health, and emotional distress. Depression, suicidal ideation, substance use, and
        anxiety are typically cited mental health problems [23]. Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is also common given the trauma
        many victims experience, including physical and/or sexual violence and abuse; victims forced
        into prostitution experience continual, daily sexual assault [73]. In a study of 192 European women who were
        trafficked but who managed to escape, the overwhelming majority (95%) disclosed that they
        experienced physical and sexual violence during the time of their trafficked experience
          [74]. More than 90% reported sexual abuse,
        and 76% reported physical abuse.
Trafficked victims experience fear from the start of their
        capture through the transit phase and after they arrive at their destination. During the
        transit stage, many victims experience dangerous border crossings, risky types of
        transports, injury, beatings, and sexual assault [61]. Upon arrival to their destination, many trafficking victims have been
        socially isolated, held in confinement, and deprived of food [75]. All sense of security is stripped from
        them—their personal possessions, identity papers, passports, visas, and other documents
          [61,75]. The continual fear for their personal safety and their families' safety
        and the perpetual threats of deportation ultimately breed a sense of loss of control and
        learned helplessness. It is not surprising that depression, anxiety, and PTSD are common
        symptoms experienced by trafficked victims.
In a study of 164 survivors of human trafficking who returned
        to Nepal, the authors examined the extent to which they experienced PTSD, depression, and
        anxiety [76]. All of the survivors
        experienced some level of these disorders, but the survivors who were trafficked for sex
        experienced higher levels of depression and PTSD compared to those who were not trafficked
        for sex. In a study with Moldovan survivors of human trafficking, researchers found that six
        months after their return, 54% had diagnosable mental health issue. Specifically, 35.8% met
        the diagnostic criteria for PTSD, 12.5% met the criteria for major depression, and 5.8% were
        diagnosed with an anxiety disorder [77].
There is also some evidence that trafficked victims may
        experience complex PTSD, a type of PTSD that involves an acute change of the victims' sense
        of self, their relationship with others, and their relationship with God or higher being
          [78]. These persons direct anger inwardly
        (toward themselves) in addition to toward their perpetrators, which results in a loss of
        faith in themselves and the world [63,75,78]. Perhaps due to self-directed anger and shame, some will engage in risky
        sexual behaviors, self-harm, and substance abuse. Some victims also have difficulty managing
        and expressing how they are feeling, while others experience dissociation [75].
Substance abuse is also common among victims. In interviews,
        trafficked women discussed how traffickers forced them to use substances like drugs and/or
        alcohol so they could work longer hours, take on more clients, and/or perform sexual acts
        that they could not normally [61]. Other
        victims used substances as a means to cope with their situations. Trafficked individuals who
        are gender and/or sexual minorities report shame, confusion, and sexual identity issues if
        forced into heterosexual relationships [63].
Children forced into labor experience grueling hours and are
        frequently beaten by their captors. According to Clawson and Goldblatt, underage victims of
        domestic sex trafficking fluctuate through a range of emotions from despair, shame, guilt,
        hopelessness, anxiety, and fear [79].
        Depending upon the level of trauma, some engage in self-destructive behaviors like
        self-mutilation or suicide attempts. For some, their ambivalence toward the perpetrators may
        be confusing. On the one hand, they want to escape the abuse, yet simultaneously, they may
        have a sort of traumatic bond with the perpetrators [79].
Children forced into conscription will also experience a host
        of psychologic symptoms. In a study comparing former Nepalese child soldiers and children
        who were never conscripted, former child soldiers experienced higher levels of depression,
        anxiety, PTSD, psychologic difficulties, and functional impairments [80]. In another study of former children
        soldiers from the Congo and Uganda, one-third met the criteria for PTSD [43]. The researchers found there was a
        relationship between greater levels of PTSD symptoms and higher levels of feelings of
        revenge and lower levels of openness to reconciliation [43]. In-depth narrative interviews of former child soldiers from northern
        Uganda found that the children spoke of the violence and atrocities they witnessed without
        any emotion, as if they had removed themselves from their experiences [81]. This speaks to how the victims have to
        numb themselves psychologically in order to cope. The researchers also found that the
        children who lost their mothers were more traumatized by this experience than the violence
        they witnessed as soldiers.
Some have argued that the diagnostic criteria of PTSD may not be easily applied to those from different cultures. As a result, it is important to assess for other psychiatric disorders, such as depression. Japan, for example, never used the PTSD diagnosis prior to 1995, despite the fact that they have a large and intricate mental health system [82]. Ultimately, PTSD cannot be universally applied to every culture and for every humanitarian crisis; therefore, if a human trafficking victim does not necessarily fall within the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders criteria for PTSD, one cannot necessarily conclude that they have not experienced trauma or are not traumatized [82].

SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES



When rescued and attempting to reintegrate into their communities, victims of human trafficking often experience stigma, ostracism, and marginalization [80,83]. For example, in Nepal, community members perceived returning child soldiers who had performed acts such as carrying dead bodies or coed sleeping as in violation of Hindu cultural norms [80]. One documentary following former child soldiers living in a refugee camp in northern Uganda found that preconceived notions and myths about children soldiers often led to ridicule and ostracism after they were liberated from the army and returned home.
However, girls who were recruited as soldiers, who were forced to have sex, or who return with children appear to be the most marginalized group [84]. In a qualitative study of former girl soldiers in Sierra Leone, researchers found that, compared to returning boy soldiers, girls were perceived to have violated gender norms and values about sexuality. Although psychologically and developmentally they were still children, the community perceived and treated them as "damaged" or "unclean" women. Their communities were not able to integrate them back in despite the victimization they experienced. These girls lacked voice and experienced shame, marginalization, poverty, and powerlessness upon their return [84]. In a study of former child soldiers in Uganda, the children reported having difficulty finding jobs or getting married when they returned home. Girls who had been raped were stigmatized and made to feel unwelcome in their communities. Others stated that their community perceived them as murderers [44].

HEALTH CONSEQUENCES



In studies of trafficked women, headaches, fatigue, dizziness, back pain, pelvic pain, stomach pain, sexually transmitted infections (STIs), unwanted pregnancies, and gynecologic infections were common, generally the result of continual physical, psychologic, and sexual abuse [23,74]. Victims of labor trafficking also experience health issues related to the type of work, workplace conditions, malnutrition, and violence [85]. It is important to remember that some of these somatic complaints, such as headaches, fatigue, and gastrointestinal problems, may be underlying symptoms of anxiety, depression, and stress [74]. Some cultural groups might not use the terms "depression," "sad," or "anxious," but may use metaphors and somatic symptoms to describe their pain, all of which are embedded within cultural ideologies. The most common culture-based idioms of distress are somatic symptoms. Some groups tend not to psychologize emotional problems; instead, they experience psychologic conflicts as bodily sensations (e.g., headaches, bodily aches, gastrointestinal problems, and dizziness).
Using an in-depth, direct interview survey designed to explore each stage of the trafficking experience, a multi-country European study identified a range of aversive health, sexual, and reproductive consequences common among women and adolescent victims of human trafficking [61]:
	Pre-departure stage: All victims reported having had limited knowledge of the health implications of having sex with strangers, and only 1 in 25 felt well-informed regarding the risks of acquiring HIV or other STIs.
	Travel and transit stage: Half of those interviewed reported having been confined, beaten, and/or raped during the journey.
	Destination stage: A large majority reported having been "intentionally hurt" (as evidenced by contusions, lacerations, loss of consciousness, and signs of head trauma); subjected to solitary confinement and deprived of human contact and adequate food and nutrition; subject to a variety of physical ailments, including headache, fever, undiagnosed pelvic pain, urinary tract infection, STIs, rash/scabies, and oral/dental health issues. All had experienced repeated sexual abuse or coercion, and 1 in 4 reported at least one unintended pregnancy (often involving negative outcomes of abortions performed in unsafe and unhealthy conditions).



Evidence Based Practice Recommendation

The British Association for Sexual Health and HIV has identified
          trafficked women/commercial sex workers as a group vulnerable to sexual violence.
          Inquiries about such vulnerabilities will help to identify those in need of additional
          support and help to facilitate appropriate referrals to mental health services, general
          practitioners, and support agencies. Access to interpreter and advocacy services may be
          helpful.
https://www.bashhguidelines.org/media/1079/4450.pdf

             Last Accessed: August 15, 2019
Level of Evidence: Expert
          Opinion/Consensus Statement


In the context of forced prostitution among trafficked victims, safeguards against infection (e.g., regular condom use), early diagnosis, and adequate antimicrobial treatment are inconsistently employed or absent entirely [61]. Consequently, in addition to unwanted pregnancy, the risk for pelvic inflammatory disease and subsequent infertility is relatively high. Moreover, the relationship between forced prostitution and HIV infection is stronger when sexual violence is involved. Women who are forced into prostitution are 11 times more likely to become HIV-infected than women who entered prostitution voluntarily [86]. Sexual violence may increase the transmission risk as a result of open abrasions and injuries to the vagina. Furthermore, sexual violence can negatively impact self-esteem, which could then deter victims from advocating more strongly for condom use [86].
Among child victims of human trafficking, healthy growth and development is especially problematic. Malnourishment and poor hygiene often lead to delayed bone growth, poorly formed teeth, and early dental caries [87]. The intense nature of child labor also has severe negative physical and health consequences. Children working in unsafe conditions without protection, such as in mines or mills, can lead to respiratory problems such as asthma and bronchitis [88]. A study of adult and child laborers on tobacco farms in Kazakhstan found that the workers were unaware that exposure to tobacco and pesticides could affect their health. Protective garments were also rare, with many children not even having gloves [89].
Under normal circumstances, young children are still
        developing physically; however, such adverse conditions can halt their development. The
        lungs of adolescent boys typically experience the most rapid growth around 13 to 17 years of
        age; working in conditions characterized by excessive toxic dust or unclean air makes them
        more vulnerable to developing silicosis and fibrosis [88]. In the United States, young children participating in agricultural work
        are at risk of the major traumas associated with farm work, such as injuries caused by
        tractors or falling from heights, in addition to those injuries associated with repetitive
        stress and exposure to toxins. Children have thinner layers of epidermis, which make them
        more vulnerable to the toxicity of pesticides, and this can ultimately increase their risks
        for certain cancers [88]. Children working
        in gold mines do intensive digging, lifting, and transporting and mix mercury with the
        crushed ore, often with their bare hands. Mercury toxicity can lead to neurologic symptoms
        such as loss of vision, tremors, and memory loss [89].


8. IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT



Healthcare providers are often the most likely to encounter a victim of human trafficking under circumstances that provide an opportunity to intervene. Yet, many providers lack the training and confidence to identify and assist victims. In a survey of 110 emergency department physicians, nurses, and physician assistants, the majority (76%) reported having a knowledge of human trafficking, but only 13% felt equipped to identify a trafficking victim and only 22% were confident in their ability to provide satisfactory care for such patients [90]. Less than 3% had ever received any training on this topic. In a separate survey of healthcare and social service providers, only 37% had ever received training on identification of trafficking victims [91].
Because human trafficking and exploitation are, by nature, covert processes, the identification and rescue of the victim can be difficult. Traffickers move victims from one area to another to reduce the risk of identification, and one of the main problems with the assessment of such individuals is that practitioners may only have a one-time encounter with the victim [92].
POTENTIAL RED FLAGS



Bruises, scars, and other signs of physical abuse may be missed on examination, as victims are often beaten in areas hidden by clothing (e.g., the lower back) so as not to affect the victim's outer appearance. Physical trauma symptoms may be present, commonly on the torso, breast, and/or genital areas [70]. Burns, broken bones, pelvic pain, and/or STIs (particularly in children) may also be red flags [93]. However, more common physical injuries are also typical with other circumstances, making physical exam of limited value. The entire clinical picture should be considered.
It may also be helpful to assess for tattoos and/or other modifications (e.g., branding, piercings). Some perpetrators use tattoos to identify victims or to signify "ownership" [56].
With regard to episodic clinical encounters, recommendations for providing safe assessments in a culturally sensitive manner are lacking. The Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families maintains a useful website that addresses practical issues of human trafficking for allied professional groups, known as the Rescue and Restore Campaign [87]. Included are diagnostic and interviewing tips to help healthcare providers recognize, intervene, and refer trafficking victims. Emergency and primary care providers should be cognizant of clues that a patient may be the victim of trafficking and prepared to engage in greater depth of inquiry with special attention to the following indicators [87,93,94,95]:
	Does someone, other than family, who behaves in a controlling manner, accompany the patient? Traffickers attempt to guard and control most every aspect of the victim's life, while maintaining isolation from family, friends, and other common forms of human interaction.
	Are there inconsistencies in answers to basic questions (e.g., name, age, address)?
	Does the patient speak English? If not, has he or she recently been brought to this country, and from where? Many victims of human trafficking have recently been trafficked from other countries. As discussed, common sending countries/regions include Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin America, Africa, India, and Russia.
	If the patient is accompanied by someone other than a family member, who does the talking, and why? Attempt to interview and examine the patient separately and alone, using an interpreter if necessary. Probe in a sensitive manner for detailed information on the situation and relationship.
	Does the patient show signs of psychosocial stress (e.g., appears withdrawn, submissive, fearful, anxious, depressed)? Can the individual account for this?
	Are there visible signs of physical abuse (e.g., bruises, lacerations, scars)? How does the individual explain these?
	Does the patient lack a passport or other immigration and identification documentation (e.g., driver's license, social security number, visa)? If so, what explanation is given? To control victims' movements, traffickers often take away passports and any legal identification documents.
	What is the patient's home and work situation? Basic questions about what they eat, where they live and sleep, who else lives with them, and what work they do can be revealing. For example, "Can you leave your work or job situation if you wish?" or "When you are not working, can you come and go as you please?"
	Is the explanation given for the clinical visit consistent with the patient's presentation and clinical findings?
	Does the victim appear fearful when asked questions about citizenship, country of origin, immigration status, or residence? This may indicate a fear of deportation.
	If the victim is a minor, is s/he in school? Living with parents or relatives? If not, what reasons are given for these circumstances?



SCREENING QUESTIONS



Examples of questions to screen for human trafficking include [96,97,98]:
	Can you tell me about your living situation?
	Has anyone ever threatened you with violence if you attempted to leave?
	Does anyone force/require you to have sexual intercourse for your work?
	Has anyone ever threatened your family if you attempted to leave?
	Does anyone make you feel scared at work?
	Are you free to come and go as you wish?
	Does your home have bars on windows, blocked windows/doors, or security cameras?
	How many hours do you work?
	Have you ever worked without receiving payment you thought you would get?
	Do you owe your employer money?
	Do you have to ask permission to eat, sleep, use the bathroom, or go to the doctor?


The Polaris Project has developed a flow chart for the assessment of potential trafficking
        victims, available at https://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/Assessment%20Tool%20-%20Medical%20Professionals.pdf.
        If a person is thought to be a victim, one should follow workplace protocols and/or contact
        the National Human Trafficking Resource Center at (888) 373-7888 for next steps.

INTERVIEWING TRAFFICKED VICTIMS: BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES



Service providers should repeatedly weigh the risks
        and benefits of various actions when interviewing human trafficking victims [65,99,100]. The following
        interviewing recommendations were published by the World Health Organization to encourage
        service providers to continually and ethically promote human trafficking victims' safety
        during every phase of the interviewing process [93,101]: 
	Each victim and trafficking situation should be treated as unique; there are no
              standard templates of experiences. Listen carefully to the victim's story. Each story
              told is unique, and each patient will voice distinctive concerns. Believe each story,
              no matter how incredible it may seem. As rapport and trust build (perhaps very
              slowly), accounts may become more extensive.
	Always be safe and assume the victim is at risk of physical, psychologic, social,
              and legal harm.
	Evaluate the risks and benefits of interviewing before starting the interviewing
              process. The interviewing process should not invoke more distress. In other words, the
              interviewing process should not end up re-traumatizing the victim.
	Provide referrals for services where necessary; however, it is necessary to be
              realistic and not make promises that cannot be kept. Trust is vital because it has
              been severed on so many levels for trafficking victims.
	Victims' readiness to change will not be based on what societal defines as "ready"
              or social expectations. Some victims will eagerly grasp new opportunities, while
              others may be fearful of potential traffickers' threat and be less receptive to
              help.
	Determine the need for interpreters and if other service providers should be
              present during the interviewing phase. Ensure that everyone involved is adequately
              prepared in their knowledge about human trafficking, how perpetrators control their
              victims, and how to ask questions in a culturally sensitive manner. Keep in mind that
              often times, traffickers will offer to help with the interpreting. Using interpreters
              from the same community of the victim should be avoided to prevent breaches in
              confidentiality.
	All involved should be prepared for an emergency plan. For example, is there a set
              plan for a victim who indicates he/she is suicidal or in danger of being hurt?
	Always be sure to obtain informed consent. Remember the informed consent process
              is going to be unfamiliar to many victims. In addition, self-determination and
              autonomy have been compromised by continual threats and being forced to commit
              dehumanizing acts. Avoid using legal and technical jargon.


It is important to use a trauma-informed approach when assessing and caring for potential victims, which requires that practitioners understand the impact of trauma on all areas of an individual's life [102]. Physical, emotional, and psychologic safety is at the heart of trauma-informed care. Providers should assume that human trafficking victims are describing their reality to the best of their ability, given the trauma they have experienced. Responses and behaviors (e.g., being guarded, defensive, belligerent) may be coping mechanisms [102].


9. REPORTING



If screening and assessment findings indicate that an
      individual may be a victim of human trafficking, one should contact the National Human
      Trafficking Hotline at 1-888-373-7888. A text telephone (TTY) option for people who are deaf,
      hard of hearing, or speech impaired can be accessed by dialing 711. Reporting by text is
      available by texting the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 233733. Online chat is also
      accessible at https://humantraffickinghotline.org.
The National Human Trafficking Hotline collects information about the location of the trafficking case and the name of the suspected trafficker. The hotline will also request non-personally identifying information, such as the city and state of the reporter and how he or she learned of the hotline; reporting can be done anonymously. Reporters and/or victims are only asked to provide information they feel comfortable sharing, and the hotline does not share information with external agencies unless permission is given or when required by law. Hotline calls are managed by anti-trafficking hotline advocates, who are specifically trained. After receiving a report of suspected human trafficking, the National Human Trafficking Hotline will assess each case individually to determine if a case should be reported to a local, state, or federal investigative and/or service agency equipped to investigate the tip and/or respond to the needs of the potential victim.
Under the child abuse laws, practitioners who are mandated reporters and who are suspicious that a minor is being abused should immediately report the abuse. Persons in Florida who know, or have reasonable cause to suspect, that a child is abused, neglected, or abandoned must immediately report such knowledge or suspicion to the Florida Abuse Hotline of the Department of Children and Families at 1-800-96-ABUSE.

10. INTERVENTIONS AND RESOURCES



EDUCATION AND PREVENTION



Education is believed to be a key ingredient in the prevention of human trafficking. Raising awareness through advertisements, campaigns, and other creative vehicles regarding recruitment threats, the various deception techniques employed, the different forms of human trafficking, and the consequences of human trafficking can decrease the incidence [64,103]. Because the general public often believes human trafficking is a problem that only occurs in developing countries, there is a clear need for public education about trafficking and safety for young children and women in and outside the United States [22]. The Campaign to Rescue and Restore Victims of Human Trafficking provides brochures and posters about human trafficking, which are available to be ordered (at no cost) from https://www.acf.hhs.gov/archive/otip/resource/about-rescue-restore [87]. Posting these brochures or posters increases the possibility that a trafficked victim will self-report [100].
Education about human trafficking has become a higher international priority. Innovative and creative approaches are being implemented to disseminate information about human trafficking, particularly how perpetrators recruit high-risk groups (e.g., youths with disabilities, runaways) [67]. For example, groups have used street plays to educate communities about child labor dangers in India [104].



         India: Fighting Child Labour with Street Plays  was
        produced by the International Labour Organization to explore the use of street plays to
        educate communities about child labor in India. 
      
        To see this media go to  
        http://www.NetCE.com/activities/ using a browser that supports Adobe Flash.
      
[image: EDUCATION AND PREVENTION]
 For more information, visit the International Labour
        Organization at http://www.ilo.org. 


Although the topic of human trafficking has become more common in public discourse, service providers and law enforcement authorities remain under-educated about human trafficking. They are not sure what to look for, what to ask, and what to do if they do identify individuals who are victims of human trafficking [103]. Law enforcement officials require training to identify and assess potential victims at various borders and ports of entry. If a minor is accompanied by an adult who is not the child's parent or legal guardian, this should raise a red flag [103]. Furthermore, to work effectively to identify human trafficking victims, there is a need for service providers to navigate and collaborate with a complex host of government, social service, mental health, and nongovernment legal entities [103].

MENTAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES



Care and services provided to victims can be organized into three distinct categories: immediate and concrete services at the time of rescue; services related to recovery; and long-term services pertaining to reintegration [105]. When trafficking victims are rescued, a great deal of counseling services and practical, day-to-day assistance will be required. Housing, transportation, food, clothing, medical care, dental care, financial assistance, educational training, reunification (for those who wish to return to their homeland), and legal aid are some of the concrete services needed [71]. Practitioners should connect, coordinate, and case manage these services as much as possible. During this stage, it is also important to understand victims' needs, their strengths, and their risks and vulnerabilities [75].
Safety planning is also crucial in the immediate rescue stage. Traffickers may be continuing to try to locate some victims; placing victims in safe houses may be necessary [63]. The National Human Trafficking Hotline encourages that safety planning be based on the unique needs and circumstances of the individual.
During the recovery and reintegration stages, as discussed, human trafficking victims experience an array of mental health and psychologic issues. Mental health counseling is vital, but it is important to remember that the concept of counseling or talk therapy may be foreign to victims from non-Western cultures [65]. The expression of emotions may be in opposition to cultural values of emotional restraint, which can be intensified by feelings of shame and guilt resulting from experiences with sexual and physical assault. Beyond the paramount importance of the practitioner gaining the patient's trust, practitioners may educate patients about the counseling process and explore their patients' expectations about counseling, healing, and recovery [106]. As noted, victims' symptoms may not only be a manifestation of the trauma but also coping mechanisms to cope with self-blame, shame, and trauma [56].
Given differing cultural beliefs about healing, it is crucial that practitioners be open to alternative treatment and explore with patients the use of traditional healing methods [65]. There are many indigenous healing interventions victims may be using, including cultural rituals, faith healing, therapeutic touch, herbal remedies, and spiritual practices [107]. These interventions are multi-layered, taking into account the physical, psychologic, communal, and spiritual [107]. These healing methods are historically rooted in specific cultures, and therefore, practitioners should become familiar with traditional healing methods and how they can be integrated with Western counseling techniques [106]. For example, given many cultural groups' beliefs that unmarried girls are defiled if raped, a cultural cleansing ritual may be needed as a first step to help a community accept a returning victim who was sexually assaulted during her trafficking experience [30]. After this ritual is performed, it is possible that both the patient and her family may be more open to counseling and other services.
Other trauma interventions that might be beneficial include cognitive-behavioral therapies, eye movement and desensitization reprocessing therapies, mindfulness techniques, and expressive therapies [56,63].
Physicians, social workers, nurses, therapists, and counselors must be familiar with legal, case management, educational, job and life skills training, and housing services in the community. Human trafficking victims are not only unfamiliar with navigating the social service system, but many are also not proficient in English. Therefore, practitioners will serve as coordinators and advocates, linking necessary services. In one study, the majority of agencies had to rely on collaboration in order to refer clients [108]. Social workers and practitioners relied on word-of-mouth and community meetings to learn about services in order to better meet the needs of human trafficking victims. Furthermore, because many community organizations and agencies are not familiar with human trafficking, practitioners must take a primary role in educating colleagues about the complex dynamics of human trafficking.
It is important to remember that the evidence supporting interventions and therapies for victims of human trafficking is in its infancy [105]. Most efficacy studies of therapies and interventions do not involve experimental designs, which makes it difficult to draw definitive conclusions regarding efficacy. Future work is needed to develop and evaluate interventions that address the multilayered and complex needs of human trafficking survivors.


This informational video on human trafficking and how to identify and assist victims
        is part of the Rescue & Restore Victims of Human Trafficking public awareness
        campaign, an initiative of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
      
        To see this media go to  
        http://www.NetCE.com/activities/ using a browser that supports Adobe Flash.
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For more information, visit the Office on Trafficking in Persons website at https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/partnerships/look-beneath-the-surface.



ADVOCACY



Physicians, social workers, nurses, allied health professionals, counselors, and psychologists will find themselves in multiple roles when working with victims of human trafficking. Advocacy is one of these roles and involves the practitioner being an agent for change. This consists of engaging in activities that alter the social conditions at the individual, family, community, and institutional levels [109]. One way to advocate on behalf of human trafficking victims is by signing petitions or joining credible organizations concerned with changing the circumstances that lead to human trafficking. Many organizations have petitions established on their websites for individuals to persuade policymakers, legislators, and government officials to advocate for the protection of human trafficking victims, create greater awareness of the problem, and prosecute traffickers, including:
	
          https://www.freetheslaves.net
        
	
          https://polarisproject.org
        
	
          https://www.stopthetraffik.org
        



LAWS AND POLICIES



Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act



In 2015, the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act (JVTA) became law, allowing survivors formal input in federal anti-trafficking policy and providing incentives for states to enact laws to prevent the prosecution of child victims for crimes committed as a direct result of being subjected to trafficking. The JVTA provides additional bases of criminal liability for those who patronize or solicit trafficking victims for commercial sex and creates a new offense prohibiting the advertising of sex trafficking activity. It also clarifies that traffickers in child sex trafficking cases who had a reasonable opportunity to observe the victim can no longer claim ignorance about a victim's age as a defense [24]. Some provisions of this law are scheduled to expire in 2019 and 2020 [110].

Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act



A wide range of laws have been established to protect human trafficking victims and to prosecute perpetrators. A general knowledge of these laws is helpful when caring for victims and seeking appropriate social services. The TVPA was enacted in 2000 and reauthorized in 2003, 2005, 2008, 2013, and 2018 by the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Acts [24]. It emphasizes the three Ps: prevention, protection, and prosecution [111]. The prevention component consists of training and awareness; the protection dimension gives trafficked victims the ability to receive services using federal funds like other refugees; and the prosecution component focuses on laws and policies for the prosecution of traffickers.
Because victims of trafficking are often viewed as criminals, this law states that victims of severe trafficking should not be penalized for any illegal behaviors or acts they engaged in as a result of being trafficked, including entering the United States with false documents or no documentation or working without appropriate paperwork [64]. This law also allows T Nonimmigrant Status (T visas) to be granted to victims of trafficking so they may remain in the United States with the purpose of collaborating with the federal authorities to prosecute the perpetrators. During this time, victims are offered a range of benefits and services, including access to the Witness Protection Program [64]. After three years, victims can apply for permanent resident status [16].
One of the criticisms of the Act is that it places the
          burden of demonstrating innocence and coercion on the victim [112]. The Act also fails to recognize the
          complex dynamics of human trafficking. For example, it focuses more on sex trafficking
          versus other forms [113]. Many victims
          have been abused and terrorized by the perpetrators, who they must now provide information
          and evidence against to stay in the country. Victims are continually fearful that they
          will be deported [112].
Victims who are of minor age are eligible for Unaccompanied Refugee Minors programs, the Children's Health Insurance program, and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families [103]. Furthermore, victims between 16 and 24 years of age are eligible for work permits and can apply for the Job Corps program [103]. However, it is important to remember that the key to this law is that the victim must have experienced a "severe form" of trafficking and the victim must be willing to assist in the apprehension and prosecution of the perpetrator to receive services [114].

Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act



The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act was signed into law in 2014. In accordance with this law, child welfare agencies are required to monitor and report the number of child sex trafficking victims. Cases of suspected or known child sex trafficking must also be reported to law enforcement [37].

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act



The Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act was introduced and signed into law in 2013. It allocated $5 million in 2009, $7 million in 2010, $7 million in 2011, and $8 million annually through 2017 to provide services to victims and to prevent human trafficking [22,115,116]. It amends the TVPA and assists foreign governments to implement programs to prevent human trafficking. Victims of human trafficking in other countries are also eligible for assistance through organizations that have grants from the U.S. government [115]. Greater monitoring of trafficking trends through databases will also be implemented. The Act also declares that it is not a defense that a defendant is not criminally liable or is subject to reduced criminal liability due to acceptance of the illicit conduct in the foreign jurisdiction.

The Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to End the Exploitation of Children Today Act



The Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to End the Exploitation of Children Today Act was enacted in 2003. This law maintains that all sexual activity with minors, within or outside the United States, is illegal. American citizens who engage in sex with minors in any country and who are caught will be prosecuted in the United States [64].
As of 2017, all 50 states have enacted criminal anti-trafficking laws. In addition, every state has a law on labor trafficking, and all have passed criminal statutes for sex trafficking [117].

SOAR to Health and Wellness Act



The SOAR (Stop, Observe, Ask, and Respond) to Health and Wellness Act was signed into law in 2018. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to develop a program to train healthcare providers and practitioners to identify possible human trafficking victims, to work with law enforcement agencies, and to refer victims to services [7].

Florida House Bill 369



In 2015, The Florida Legislature passed House Bill 369, which mandates the display of a human trafficking public awareness sign in a wide range of locations, including [118]:
	Every public rest area, turnpike service plaza, weigh station, primary airport, passenger rail station, and welcome center in the state
	Emergency rooms at general acute care hospitals
	Strip clubs or other adult entertainment establishments
	A business or establishment that offers massage or bodywork services for compensation that is not owned by a healthcare professional


The sign must contain text, in both English and Spanish, regarding the steps to take if you or someone you know is the victim of trafficking, exploitation, and/or forced labor.


RESOURCES



For more information and to become involved in advocacy movements, please utilize the following resources. In some cases, the tools provided may be valuable for patient and/or peer training. In particular, the National Human Trafficking Hotline provides free, downloadable awareness materials for victims, first responders, and healthcare and mental health professionals, including a flyer available in 20 languages.

          Alliance for Children in Trafficking
        
https://www.napnappartners.org/provider-public-resources


          Coalition to Abolish Slavery & Trafficking
        

          https://castla.org
        


          Coalition Against Trafficking in Women
        
http://www.catwinternational.org


          Futures Without Violence
        
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org


          HEAL Trafficking
        
https://healtrafficking.org


          Human Rights Watch
        

          https://www.hrw.org
        


          International Justice Mission
        

          https://www.ijm.org
        


          International Labour Organization
        

          https://www.ilo.org
        


          Office of Refugee Resettlement
        

          https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr
        


          National Human Trafficking Hotline
        

          https://humantraffickinghotline.org
        


          Polaris Project
        

          https://polarisproject.org
        


          Salvation Army
        

          https://www.salvationarmyusa.org
        


          Sex Workers Project
        

          http://sexworkersproject.org
        


          United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
        

          Human Trafficking Knowledge Portal
        
https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/en/v3/htms/index.html


          U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
        

          Administration for Children and Families
        

          https://www.acf.hhs.gov
        


          U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
        

          Administration for Children and Families
        

          SOAR to Health and Wellness Training
        
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/training/soar-to-health-and-wellness-training


          Services Available to Victims of Human Trafficking: A Resource Guide
            for Social Service Providers
        

          https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/resource/services-available-to-victims-of-human-trafficking
        


          U.S. Department of Justice
        

          Bureau of Justice Assistance
        

          https://www.bja.gov
        


          U.S. Department of Justice
        

          Office for Victims of Crime
        

          https://ojp.gov/ovc
        


          U.S. Department of Labor
        

          Bureau of International Labor Affairs
        

          https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab
        


          U.S. Department of State, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking
            in Persons
        
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-civilian-security-democracy-and-human-rights/office-to-monitor-and-combat-trafficking-in-persons



11. CONCLUSION



Human trafficking is a severe human rights violation. Because the roots of human trafficking are multifaceted, no one solution exists to eliminate this problem. Unfortunately, as the problem grows, practitioners will be confronted with the issue in their patient populations. Practitioners should be committed to the collaboration amongst disciplines to address poverty, racism, discrimination, and oppression in order to reduce the vulnerable positions of human trafficking victims and their families. Because of the social justice component in the codes of ethics of professionals such as physicians, nurses, social workers, psychologists, and counselors, all practitioners can play a key role in the individual, community, and systemic levels to help address this gross abuse of power. One way to begin is to educate oneself and one's respective disciplines about the global nature of human trafficking and the complex dynamics of the problem.


The following video is an excerpt of California Senator Kamala Harris’s keynote address
        at Examining the Roots of Human Trafficking and Exploitation, the 2014–2015 UCLA School of
        Law Symposium.
      
        To see this media go to  
        http://www.NetCE.com/activities/ using a browser that supports Adobe Flash.
      
[image: CONCLUSION]
This recording from the January 2015 University of California Los Angeles Law Review
        Symposium is provided with permission from the University of California, Los Angeles, School
        of Law.
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Opioid analgesic medications can bring substantial relief to patients suffering from
        pain. However, the inappropriate use, abuse, and diversion of prescription drugs in America,
        particularly prescription opioids, has increased dramatically in recent years and has been
        identified as a national public health epidemic. A set of clinical tools, guidelines, and
        recommendations are now available for prescribers who treat pain patients with opioids. By
        implementing these tools, clinicians can effectively address issues related to the clinical
        management of opioid prescribing, opioid risk management, regulations surrounding the
        prescribing of opioids, and problematic opioid use by patients. In doing so, healthcare
        professionals are more likely to achieve a balance between the benefits and risks of opioid
        prescribing, optimize patient attainment of therapeutic goals, and avoid the risk to patient
        outcome, public health, and viability of their own practice imposed by deficits in
        knowledge.
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Course Overview



Opioid analgesic medications can bring substantial relief to patients suffering from
        pain. However, the inappropriate use, abuse, and diversion of prescription drugs in America,
        particularly prescription opioids, has increased dramatically in recent years and has been
        identified as a national public health epidemic. A set of clinical tools, guidelines, and
        recommendations are now available for prescribers who treat pain patients with opioids. By
        implementing these tools, clinicians can effectively address issues related to the clinical
        management of opioid prescribing, opioid risk management, regulations surrounding the
        prescribing of opioids, and problematic opioid use by patients. In doing so, healthcare
        professionals are more likely to achieve a balance between the benefits and risks of opioid
        prescribing, optimize patient attainment of therapeutic goals, and avoid the risk to patient
        outcome, public health, and viability of their own practice imposed by deficits in
        knowledge.

Audience



This course is designed for all nurses and physician assistants who may alter prescribing practices or intervene to prevent drug diversion and inappropriate opioid use.

Course Objective



The purpose of this course is to provide clinicians who prescribe or distribute opioids with an appreciation for the complexities of opioid prescribing and the dual risks of litigation due to inadequate pain control and drug diversion or misuse in order to provide the best possible patient care and to prevent a growing social problem.

Learning Objectives



Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:
	Define opioid prescribing and opioid misuse.
	Apply epidemiologic trends in opioid use and misuse to current practice so at-risk patient populations can be more easily identified, assessed, and treated.
	Create comprehensive treatment plans for patients with chronic pain that address patient needs as well as drug diversion prevention.
	Identify state and federal laws governing the proper prescription and monitoring of controlled substances.
	Evaluate behaviors that may indicate drug seeking or diverting as well as approaches for patients suspected of misusing opioids.
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1. INTRODUCTION



Pain is the leading reason for seeking medical care, and pain management is a large part of
      many healthcare professionals' practice. Opioid analgesics are approved by the U.S. Food and
      Drug Administration (FDA) for moderate and severe pain and are broadly accepted in acute pain,
      cancer pain, and end-of-life care, but are controversial in chronic noncancer pain. In
      response to the long-standing neglect of severe pain, indications for opioid analgesic
      prescribing were expanded in the 1990s, followed by inappropriate prescribing and increasing
      abuse, addiction, diversion, and overdose through the 2000s. In tandem with the continued
      under-treatment of pain, these practice patterns led to needless suffering from uncontrolled
      pain, opioid analgesic addiction, and overdose. Opioid analgesic prescribing and associated
      overdose peaked in 2010 with both now in multi-year decline, but information on these
      important trends is largely absent in the medical literature and media reporting.
Patients show substantial opioid response variations in analgesia and tolerability and may exhibit a range of psychologic, emotional, and behavioral responses that reflect inadequate pain control, an emerging opioid use problem, or both. Clinician delivery of best possible care to patients with pain requires appreciation of the complexities of opioid prescribing and the dual risks of inadequate pain control and inappropriate use, drug diversion, or overdose. A foundation for appropriate opioid prescribing is the understanding of factual data that clarify the prevalence, causality, and prevention of serious safety concerns with opioid prescribing.

2. DEFINITIONS



Definitions and use of terms describing opioid analgesic misuse, abuse, and addiction have changed over time, and their current correct use is inconsistent not only among healthcare providers, but also by federal agencies reporting epidemiologic data such as prevalence of opioid analgesic misuse, abuse, or addiction. Misuse and misunderstanding of these concepts and their correct definitions have resulted in misinformation and represent an impediment to proper patient care.
Inappropriate opioid analgesic prescribing for pain is defined
      as the non-prescribing, inadequate prescribing, excessive prescribing, or continued
      prescribing despite evidence of ineffectiveness of opioids [1]. Appropriate opioid prescribing is essential to achieve pain control; to
      minimize patient risk of abuse, addiction, and fatal toxicity; and to minimize societal harms
      from diversion. The foundation of appropriate opioid prescribing is thorough patient
      assessment, treatment planning, and follow-up and monitoring. Essential for proper patient
      assessment and treatment planning is comprehension of the clinical concepts of opioid abuse
      and addiction, their behavioral manifestations in patients with pain, and how these
      potentially problematic behavioral responses to opioids both resemble and differ from physical
      dependence and pseudo-addiction. Prescriber knowledge deficit has been identified as a key
      obstacle to appropriate opioid prescribing and, along with gaps in policy, treatment,
      attitudes, and research, contributes to widespread inadequate treatment of pain [2]. For example, a 2013 survey measuring 200
      primary care physicians' understanding of opioids and addiction found that [3]:
  
	35% admitted knowing little about opioid addiction.
	66% and 57% viewed low levels of education and income, respectively, as causal or highly contributory to opioid addiction.
	30% believed opioid addiction "is more of a psychologic problem," akin to poor lifestyle choices rather than a chronic illness or disease.
	92% associated prescription analgesics with opioid addiction, but only 69% associated heroin with opioid addiction.
	43% regarded opioid dependence and addiction as synonymous.


This last point is very important because confusion and conflation of the clinical concepts of dependence and addiction has led to accusations of many non-addicted patients with chronic pain of misusing or abusing their prescribed opioid and in the failure to detect treatment-emergent opioid problems [4]. Knowledge gaps concerning opioid analgesics, addiction, and pain are related to attitude gaps, and negative attitudes may interfere with appropriate prescribing of opioid analgesics. For example, when 248 primary care physicians were asked of their prescribing approach in patients with headache pain with either a past or current history of substance abuse, 16% and 42%, respectively, would not prescribe opioids under any circumstance [5]. Possibly contributing to healthcare professionals' knowledge deficit in pain treatment is the extent of educational exposure in school. A 2011 study found that U.S. medical school students received a median seven hours of pain education and Canadian medical students a median 14 hours, in contrast to the median 75 hours received by veterinarian school students in the United States [6]. Additionally, less than 3% of medical schools incorporate pain management into their curriculum, yet chronic pain is the most common reason patients see a provider, accounting for 40% of all visits in primary care [7].
The terms related to addiction are often inconsistent, inaccurate, and confusing, partially reflecting the diverse perspectives of those working in the related fields of health care, law enforcement, regulatory agencies, and reimbursement/payer organizations. Changes over time in the fundamental understanding of addiction have also contributed to the persistent misuse of obsolete terminology [8]. The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), published by the American Psychiatric Association, is the standard reference for the diagnosis of addiction and all other psychiatric disorders. Prior to the 2013 release of the DSM-5, versions of the DSM eschewed the term "addiction" in favor of "substance dependence," with a separate diagnostic entity of "substance abuse" representing a less severe version of dependence [9]. Also, in earlier DSM versions, physiologic dependence, manifesting as substance tolerance and withdrawal, was considered a diagnostic criterion of substance dependence. The result was the perpetuation of patient and healthcare professional confusion between physical and substance dependence and the belief that tolerance and withdrawal meant addiction. This confusion also enhanced provider and patient fears over addiction developing from opioid analgesics and contributed to the undertreatment of pain. The DSM-5 has eliminated substance dependence and substance abuse by combining them into the single diagnostic entity of substance use disorder. The disorder is measured on a continuum from mild to severe [9].
In 2011, the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) published their latest revision in defining the disease of addiction. In the abbreviated version, the ASAM states [10]:
Addiction is a primary, chronic disease of brain reward, motivation, memory, and related
        circuitry. Dysfunction in these circuits leads to characteristic biologic, psychologic,
        social, and spiritual manifestations. This is reflected in an individual pathologically
        pursuing reward and/or relief by substance use and other behaviors. Addiction is
        characterized by inability to consistently abstain, impairment in behavioral control,
        craving, diminished recognition of significant problems with one's behaviors and
        interpersonal relationships, and a dysfunctional emotional response. Like other chronic
        diseases, addiction often involves cycles of relapse and remission. Without treatment or
        engagement in recovery activities, addiction is progressive and can result in disability or
        premature death.


According to the ASAM, the five characteristics of addiction are [10]:
  
	Inability to consistently abstain
	Impairment in behavioral control
	Craving or increased "hunger" for drug or reward experiences
	Diminished recognition of significant problems with one's behaviors and interpersonal relationships
	A dysfunctional emotional response


The ASAM emphatically states this summary of addiction should not be used as diagnostic criteria for addiction because the core symptoms vary substantially among addicted persons, with some features more prominent than others [10].

3. EPIDEMIOLOGY OF CHRONIC PAIN AND OPIOID MISUSE



Chronic pain affects about 100 million American adults—more than the total affected by heart disease, cancer, and diabetes combined [2]. It also costs the nation up to $635 billion each year in medical treatment and lost productivity and is the leading reason for receiving disability insurance [3,11]. The lifetime prevalence of chronic pain ranges from 54% to 80%, and among adults 21 years of age and older, 14% report pain lasting 3 to 12 months and 42% report pain that persists longer than one year [2]. While 5 to 8 million Americans receive long-term opioids for the management of chronic pain, an estimated 41% of patients with chronic pain report their pain is uncontrolled, and 10% of all adults with pain suffer from severe, disabling chronic pain [11].
The increasing prevalence of chronic pain is the result of multiple factors, including the aging population; rising rates of obesity and obesity-related pain conditions, such as joint deterioration; advances in life-saving trauma interventions; poorly managed post-surgical pain; and greater public awareness of pain as a condition warranting medical attention [2]. In addition, many armed forces veterans have been returning from military action in Afghanistan and Iraq with traumatic injuries and chronic pain, and veterans' care clinicians have been reporting the perception that long-term pain management is lacking support in the veteran healthcare infrastructure [12].
There is a widespread misperception that opioid analgesic
      prescribing and overdose continues to grow, fueling an opioid epidemic [13,14,15,16,17]. Data from a 2018 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
      surveillance report show that between 2006 and 2017, the annual prescribing rate per 100
      persons decreased from 72.4 to 58.5 for all opioids, an overall reduction of 19.2% [18]. (Opioid prescriptions, including codeine,
      fentanyl, hydrocodone, hydromorphone, methadone, morphine, oxycodone, oxymorphone,
      propoxyphene, tapentadol, tramadol, and buprenorphine, were identified using the National Drug
      Code. Cough and cold formulations containing opioids were not included.) The rate for all
      opioid prescriptions initially increased annually by 3.0% from 2006 to 2010, but then
      decreased annually by 1.6% from 2010 to 2014, and continued to decrease annually by 8.2% from
      2014 to 2017 [18].
Although the epidemic of drug overdoses that began in the 1990s primarily involved prescription opioids prescribed for analgesia, the rapid increase in overdose deaths in 2010 was primarily attributed to heroin, and in 2013, to synthetic opioids, particularly illicitly manufactured fentanyl [18]. A record number (63,632) of drug overdose deaths occurred in 2016, a rate of 19.8 per 100,000 persons. Although deaths might have involved more than one drug, prescription and/or illicit opioids were involved in 66.4% of these drug overdose fatalities. Among opioid-involved deaths, the most commonly involved drugs were synthetic opioids other than methadone (primarily illicitly manufactured fentanyl [19,413 deaths]), prescription opioids (17,087 deaths), and heroin (15,469 deaths). Prescription opioid deaths included those involving natural and semisynthetic opioids (14,487 deaths) and methadone (3,373 deaths). Cocaine was involved in 10,375 deaths. The increase in overdose deaths in 2016 was attributed to heroin, synthetic opioids other than methadone (mostly illicitly manufactured fentanyl), cocaine, and psychostimulants with abuse potential [18].
There is nearly universal agreement that opioid analgesics were injudiciously overprescribed during the 2000s. Interpretation of the broader trend of increased prescribing from 1990 might be viewed by public health professionals as entirely problematic and by pain medicine professionals as necessary in part, given the past neglect of patients in pain. This reflects the polarized nature of pain care and opioid analgesic prescribing in particular. Efforts to reduce opioid analgesic overprescribing and associated overdose have been successful but have come at a cost to patients who have faced increasing barriers to access, including stigma and abuse in a healthcare system, tapering of opioids without consideration for pain or functional improvements, and difficulty finding a physician [14,19,20].
Worldwide consumption of opioid analgesics increased dramatically over the past few decades, driven primarily by U.S. consumption. For example, the global consumption of oxycodone was 3 tons (2,722 kg) in 1990 and 77 tons (69,853 kg) in 2009, with 62 tons (81%) consumed in the United States [21]. However, in line with a decrease in global manufacture of the drug, global consumption of oxycodone also decreased, from 79.7 tons in 2016 to 62.6 tons in 2017. Consumption remained concentrated in the United States, which consumed 42.4 tons (67.7%) of the world total [22]. In 2017, the United States had 4.3% of the world population but consumed 80% of global opioid supplies and 99.2% of hydrocodone supplies [22]. This is partially because access to opioid analgesics is virtually or entirely non-existent for much of the world's population. An estimated 3.6 billion people (50% of the global population who reside in the poorest countries) receive less than 1% of the distributed opioids [23]. Other countries with adequate opioid access prefer dihydrocodeine or low-dose morphine over hydrocodone for use in moderate or moderately severe pain [24].
Many prescribed opioid analgesic fatalities result from the co-ingestion of central nervous system (CNS)/respiratory depressants (especially benzodiazepines) or prescribed methadone. The National Institute on Drug Abuse reported benzodiazepines contributed to 24% of opioid analgesic fatalities in 2017 (compared with 18.4% in 2004), but this may underestimate the true contribution [25]. A Canadian study evaluated 607,156 adults prescribed opioids for noncancer pain, and of those whose deaths were related to opioids, co-prescribed benzodiazepines were detected in 84.5% [26]. In another study of 2,182,374 North Carolina residents receiving one or more opioid analgesics in 2010, benzodiazepines were present in 61.4% who fatally overdosed [27]. A cross-sectional study of 386,457 ambulatory care visits in the United States from 2003 through 2015 found that the use of benzodiazepines increased substantially from 3.8% to 7.4% of visits, including co-prescribing with other sedating medications [28]. Use for back and chronic pain increased more significantly than use for anxiety and insomnia, which remained relatively unchanged. This increase likely reflects not only a growing number of individuals receiving benzodiazepines, but also an increase in those receiving them on a long-term basis, despite the lack of evidence supporting their use past 8 or 10 weeks [28].
OPIOID MISUSE IN FLORIDA



In Florida, misuse of prescription opioids became a serious problem in the 1990s and 2000s, but efforts to stem the problem appear to be working. The rate of drug overdose deaths increased 58.9% during 2003–2010, and in 2009, one in eight deaths in Florida was attributable to drug overdose [29,30]. As of 2017, 6% of all deaths in Florida were found to have a drug present [31]. Oxycodone-caused deaths accounted for 2.9% of all drug-related deaths (8,646) in 2017 [29]. These trends resulted in the enactment of several measures to address prescribing that was inconsistent with best practices, and partnership with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) to close and prevent "pill mills" from introducing millions of opioid dose units into illicit markets [32,33]. In May 2017, former Florida Governor Rick Scott signed an executive order declaring the opioid epidemic a public health emergency, providing additional funding and empowering state health professions to take steps to address this pressing issue [33]. As part of this order, the State Health Officer has issued a standing order for opioid antagonists to ensure emergency responders have access [33]. The order has been extended several times and, as of August 2019, is still in place [34].
Drug overdose fatalities in Florida have continued rising from increased use of heroin, synthetic cannabinoids, and novel psychoactive substances such as alpha-PVP ("flakka"). An influx of clandestine fentanyl into Florida in early 2014, and several fentanyl analogs and other novel non-pharmaceutical opioids more recently, has largely driven the increases in opioid overdose fatalities. Several overdose fatalities in Florida were linked to counterfeit alprazolam, oxycodone, and hydrocodone tablets that contained fentanyl [35]. The decrease in prescription opioid fatalities, offset by increasing overdose fatalities from other opioid and non-opioid agents, reflects the intervention focus on the supply side ("pill mill laws") and neglect of treatment funding that would address the demand side of problematic drug use [36].
In Florida, fatalities with benzodiazepines present peaked in 2010 with 6,188, falling to 5,064 in 2017 (37% were alprazolam) [31]. Of the 28,031 deaths investigated by Florida authorities, toxicology results determined that drugs were present at the time of death in 12,439 individuals, with the vast majority revealing more than one drug occurrence [31]. Other primary contributors to opioid analgesic-related fatalities include alcohol and prescribed methadone [37,38].
In addition to the executive order issued in 2017, several new state laws were passed in 2018 to impose additional legal requirements on controlled substance prescribers [39]. These laws will be discussed in detail later in this course.


4. INITIATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE PATIENT WITH PAIN



In 2016, the CDC issued updated opioid prescribing guidelines for chronic pain that address when to initiate or continue opioids for chronic pain; opioid selection, dosage, duration, follow-up, and discontinuation; and assessing risk and addressing harms of opioid use [40]. Some of the recommendations are standard risk mitigation approaches, but others have been criticized by pain medicine physicians and patient advocates. A common criticism is the sole focus on curtailing prescribing and patient access [41,42,43,44].
It can be difficult to balance the benefits and harms of prescription opioids. This is exacerbated by inadequate education and by opioid prescribing guidelines based on expert opinion instead of scientific evidence. This has resulted in wide variation in clinical practice, inconsistent prescriber guidance, and clinician confusion [45]. For instance, the CDC and other opioid guidelines state that opioids should be considered only after non-opioid therapy fails. However, when pain is severe and patients require powerful analgesic control, there is little choice because no other pain medications are as effective as opioids with lower addiction risk [46].
However, many guidelines do share common recommendations. These represent the current "conventional wisdom" in opioid analgesic prescribing and can inform healthcare professionals of the best clinical practices in opioid prescribing that include approaches to the assessment of pain and function and pain management modalities. Pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic approaches should be used on the basis of current evidence or best clinical practice. Patients with moderate-to-severe chronic pain without adequate pain relief from non-opioid or nonpharmacologic therapy can be considered for a trial of opioid therapy [40,47]. Initial treatment should always be considered individually determined and as a trial of therapy, not a definitive course of treatment [48].
ACUTE PAIN



Long-term opioid use often begins with treatment of acute pain. When opioids are used for acute pain, clinicians should prescribe the lowest effective dose of immediate-release opioids in a quantity no greater than that needed for the expected duration of severe pain. In most cases, three days or less will be sufficient; more than seven days will rarely be needed [40]. Florida law dictates that, for the treatment of acute pain, a prescription for an opioid drug may not exceed a three-day supply; an exception may be made for a seven-day supply if [49]:
    
	The prescriber, in his or her professional judgment, believes that more than a three-day supply of such an opioid is medically necessary to treat the patient's pain as an acute medical condition.
	The prescriber indicates "ACUTE PAIN EXCEPTION" on the prescription. (For the treatment of pain other than acute pain, a practitioner must indicate "NONACUTE PAIN" on a prescription.)
	The prescriber adequately documents in the patient's medical records the acute medical condition and lack of alternative treatment options that justify deviation from the three-day supply limit.


With postoperative, acute, or intermittent pain, analgesia often requires frequent titration, and the two- to four-hour analgesic duration with short-acting hydrocodone, morphine, and oxycodone is more effective than extended-release formulations. Short-acting opioids are also recommended in patients who are medically unstable or with highly variable pain intensity [50,51,52].
As part of House Bill 21, passed in 2018, the Florida Board of Medicine and the Board of Osteopathic Medicine are required to establish guidelines for prescribing controlled substances for acute pain; these guidelines are forthcoming [49].

PATIENT EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ADDICTION RISK



Information obtained by patient history, physical examination, and interview, from family members, a spouse, or state prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP), and from the use of screening and assessment tools can help the clinician to stratify the patient according to level of risk for developing problematic opioid behavioral responses (Table 1). Low-risk patients receive the standard level of monitoring, vigilance, and care. Moderate-risk patients should be considered for an additional level of monitoring and provider contact, and high-risk patients are likely to require intensive and structured monitoring and follow-up contact, additional consultation with psychiatric and addiction medicine specialists, and limited supplies of short-acting opioid formulations [40,53].
Table 1: RISK STRATIFICATION FOR PATIENTS PRESCRIBED OPIOIDS
	Low Risk
	
                No past or current personal history of alcohol/substance use disorder
                    (AUD/SUD)
No or minimal co-occurring psychiatric disorders
No family history of alcoholism or substance abuse


              
	Medium Risk
	
                Past history of AUD or SUD
Moderate concomitant psychiatric disorders
Family history of alcoholism or substance abuse/addiction
Patient history of physical, emotional or sexual abuse, especially in
                    childhood


              
	High Risk
	
                Patient actively addicted to or abusing opioids, illicit drugs or
                    alcohol
Untreated or poorly controlled major psychiatric disorder
History of diversion, prescription forgery, selling their prescription
                    drugs


              


Source: [54,55,56]


Anxiety disorders, major depressive disorder, and intense emotional distress alter pain perception and response. Intensity and perception of reported pain is also influenced by factors such as mood, cultural background, social supports, and financial resources. A biopsychosocial model is required to inform pain assessment in order to address the biologic basis of pain and presence of social and psychologic contributors [46].
Before deciding to prescribe an opioid analgesic, clinicians should perform and document a detailed patient assessment that includes [1]:
    
	Pain indications for opioid therapy
	Nature and intensity of pain
	Past and current pain treatments and patient response
	Comorbid conditions
	Pain impact on physical and psychologic function
	Social support, housing, and employment
	Home environment (i.e., stressful or supportive)
	Pain impact on sleep, mood, work, relationships, leisure, and substance use
	Patient history of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse



Evidence Based Practice Recommendation

Despite limited evidence for reliability and accuracy, screening for
          opioid use is recommended by the American Society of Interventional Pain Physicians, as it
          will identify opioid abusers and reduce opioid abuse.
https://painphysicianjournal.com/2012/july/2012;%2015;S67-S116.pdf

             Last Accessed: August 14, 2019
Level of Evidence: Limited (Evidence
          is insufficient to assess effects on health outcomes because of limited number or power of
          studies, large and unexplained inconsistency between higher-quality trials, important
          flaws in trial design or conduct, gaps in the chain of evidence, or lack of information on
          important health outcomes.)


Depression is perhaps the single most important comorbidity in patients with chronic pain and is vastly underdiagnosed and untreated. Patients with unrecognized and untreated depression are unlikely to respond to opioids and other pain therapies, but successful treatment of depression can promote analgesia [57].
If substance abuse is active, in remission, or in the patient's history, consult an addiction specialist before starting opioids [1]. In active substance abuse, do not prescribe opioids until the patient is engaged in treatment/recovery program or other arrangement made, such as addiction professional co-management and additional monitoring. When considering an opioid analgesic (particularly those that are extended-release or long-acting), one must always weigh the benefits against the risks of overdose, abuse, addiction, physical dependence and tolerance, adverse drug interactions, and accidental exposure by children [40,58].
Screening and assessment tools can help guide patient stratification according to risk level and inform the appropriate degree of structure and monitoring in the treatment plan. It should be noted that despite widespread endorsement of screening tool use to help determine patient risk level, most tools have not been extensively evaluated, validated, or compared to each other, and evidence of their reliability is poor [59].
Opioid Risk Tool (ORT)



The Opioid Risk Tool (ORT) is a five-item assessment to help predict aberrant drug-related behavior. The ORT is also used to establish patient risk level through categorization into low, medium, or high levels of risk for aberrant drug-related behaviors based on responses to questions of previous alcohol/drug abuse, psychologic disorders, and other risk factors [60].

Screener and Opioid Assessment for Patients with Pain-Revised (SOAPP-R)



The Screener and Opioid Assessment for Patients with
          Pain-Revised (SOAPP-R) is a patient-administered, 24-item screen with questions addressing
          history of alcohol/substance use, psychologic status, mood, cravings, and stress. Like the
          ORT, the SOAPP-R helps assess risk level of aberrant drug-related behaviors and the
          appropriate extent of monitoring [61].

CAGE and CAGE-AID



The original CAGE (Cut down, Annoyed, Guilty, and Eye-opener) Questionnaire consisted of four questions designed to help clinicians determine the likelihood that a patient was misusing or abusing alcohol. These same four questions were modified to create the CAGE-AID (adapted to include drugs), revised to assess the likelihood of current substance abuse [62,63].

Diagnosis, Intractability, Risk, and Efficacy (DIRE) Tool



The Diagnosis, Intractability, Risk, and Efficacy (DIRE) risk assessment tool is a clinician-rated questionnaire that is used to predict patient compliance with long-term opioid therapy [64,65]. Patients scoring lower on the DIRE tool are poor candidates for long-term opioid analgesia.

Mental Health Screening Tool



The Mental Health Screening Tool is a five-item screen that asks about a patient's feelings of happiness, calmness, peacefulness, nervousness, and depression in the past month [66]. A lower score on this tool is an indicator that the patient should be referred to a specialist for pain management.


CREATING A TREATMENT PLAN



Opioid therapy should be presented as a trial for a pre-defined period (e.g., ≤30 days). The goals of treatment should be established with all patients prior to the initiation of opioid therapy, including reasonable improvements in pain, function, depression, anxiety, and avoidance of unnecessary or excessive medication use [1,40]. The treatment plan should describe therapy selection, measures of progress, and other diagnostic evaluations, consultations, referrals, and therapies. All patients prescribed an opioid for pain related to a traumatic injury (severity score ≥9) should be concurrently prescribed an antagonist (e.g., naloxone) [49].
In opioid-naïve patients, start at the lowest possible dose and titrate to effect. Dosages for opioid-tolerant patients should always be individualized and titrated by efficacy and tolerability [1]. The need for frequent progress and benefit/risk assessments during the trial should be included in patient education. Patients should also have full knowledge of the warning signs and symptoms of respiratory depression.
Prescribers should be knowledgeable of federal and state opioid prescribing regulations.
        Issues of equianalgesic dosing, close patient monitoring during all dose changes, and
        incomplete cross-tolerance with opioid conversion should be considered. If necessary,
        treatment may be augmented, with preference for non-opioid and immediate-release opioids
        over long-acting/extended-release opioids. Taper opioid dose when no longer needed [58].
Non-Opioid Pain Management Options



Nonpharmacologic Approaches
Several nonpharmacologic approaches are therapeutic complements to pain-relieving medication, lessening the need for higher doses and perhaps minimizing side effects. These interventions can help decrease pain or distress that may be contributing to the pain sensation. Approaches include palliative radiotherapy, complementary/alternative methods, manipulative and body-based methods, and cognitive/behavioral techniques. The choice of a specific nonpharmacologic intervention is based on the patient's preference, which, in turn, is usually based on a successful experience in the past.
Methods to provide distraction from pain come in a wide variety, including reciting poetry, meditating with a calm phrase, watching television or movies, playing cards, visiting with friends, or participating in crafts. Music therapy and art therapy are also becoming more widely used as nonpharmacologic options for pain management.
Non-Opioid Analgesics
Non-opioid analgesics, such as aspirin, acetaminophen (Tylenol), and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), are primarily used for mild pain and may also be helpful as coanalgesics for moderate and severe pain. Acetaminophen is among the safest of analgesic agents, but it has essentially no anti-inflammatory effect. Toxicity is a concern at high doses, and the maximum recommended dose is 3–4 g per day [67]. Acetaminophen should be avoided or given at lower doses in people with a history of alcohol abuse or renal or hepatic insufficiency [67].
NSAIDs are most effective for pain associated with inflammation. Among the commonly used
          NSAIDs are ibuprofen (Motrin, Advil), naproxen (Aleve, Naprosyn), and indomethacin
          (Indocin). There are several classes of NSAIDs, and the response differs among patients;
          trials of drugs for an individual patient may be necessary to determine which drug is most
          effective [68]. NSAIDs inhibit platelet
          aggregation, increasing the risk of bleeding, and also can damage the mucosal lining of
          the stomach, leading to gastrointestinal bleeding. There is a ceiling effect to the
          non-opioid analgesics; that is, there is a dose beyond which there is no further analgesic
          effect. In addition, many side effects of non-opioids can be severe and may limit their
          use or dosing.

Informed Consent and Treatment Agreements



The initial opioid prescription is preceded by a written informed consent or "treatment agreement" [1]. This agreement should address potential side effects, tolerance and/or physical dependence, drug interactions, motor skill impairment, limited evidence of long-term benefit, misuse, dependence, addiction, and overdose. Informed consent documents should include information regarding the risk/benefit profile for the drug(s) being prescribed. The prescribing policies should be clearly delineated, including the number/frequency of refills, early refills, and procedures for lost or stolen medications.
The treatment agreement also outlines joint physician and patient responsibilities. The patient agrees to using medications safely, refraining from "doctor shopping," and consenting to routine urine drug testing (UDT). The prescriber's responsibility is to address unforeseen problems and prescribe scheduled refills. Reasons for opioid therapy change or discontinuation should be listed. Agreements can also include sections related to follow-up visits, monitoring, and safe storage and disposal of unused drugs.


PERIODIC REVIEW AND MONITORING



When implementing a chronic pain treatment plan that involves
        the use of opioids, the patient should be frequently reassessed for changes in pain origin,
        health, and function [1]. This can include
        input from family members and/or the state PDMP. During the initiation phase and during any
        changes to the dosage or agent used, patient contact should be increased. At every visit,
        chronic opioid response may be monitored according to the "5 A's" [1]: 
	Analgesia
	Activities of daily living
	Adverse or side effects
	Aberrant drug-related behaviors
	Affect (i.e., patient mood)


Signs and symptoms that, if present, may suggest a problematic response to the opioid and interference with the goal of functional improvement include [69]:
    
	Excessive sleeping or days and nights turned around
	Diminished appetite
	Short attention span or inability to concentrate
	Mood volatility, especially irritability
	Lack of involvement with others
	Impaired functioning due to drug effects
	Use of the opioid to regress instead of re-engaging in life
	Lack of attention to hygiene and appearance


The decision to continue, change, or terminate opioid therapy is based on progress toward treatment objectives and absence of concerning adverse effects and risks of overdose or diversion [1]. Satisfactory therapy is indicated by improvements in pain, function, and quality of life. It is important to remember that for some patients with severe chronic pain, improved function may take longer than pain control. Either pain or function (not both) will improve. In some cases, preventing worsening pain/functional impairment is the best achievable outcome. Brief assessment tools to assess pain and function may be useful, as may UDTs. Treatment plans may include periodic pill counts to confirm adherence and minimize diversion.
Involvement of Family



Family members or the partner of the patient can provide the clinician with valuable information that better informs decision making regarding continuing opioid therapy. Family members can observe whether a patient is losing control of his or her life or becoming less functional or more depressed during the course of opioid therapy. They can also provide input regarding positive or negative changes in patient function, attitude, and level of comfort. The following questions can be asked of family members or a spouse to help clarify whether the patient's response to opioid therapy is favorable or unfavorable [69]:
      
	Is the person's day centered around taking the opioid medication? Response can help clarify long-term risks and benefits of the medication and identify other treatment options.
	Does the person take pain medication only on occasion, perhaps three or four times per week? If yes, the likelihood of addiction is low.
	Have there been any other substance (alcohol or drug) abuse problems in the person's life? An affirmative response should be taken into consideration when prescribing.
	Does the person in pain spend most of the day resting, avoiding activity, or feeling depressed? If so, this suggests the pain medication is failing to promote rehabilitation. Daily activity is essential, and the patient may be considered for enrollment in a graduated exercise program
	Is the person in pain able to function (e.g., work, do household chores, play) with pain medication in a way that is clearly better than without? If yes, this suggests the pain medication is contributing to wellness.



Assessment Tools



VIGIL
VIGIL is the acronym for a five-step risk management strategy designed to empower clinicians to appropriately prescribe opioids for pain by reducing regulatory concerns and to give pharmacists a framework for resolving ambiguous opioid analgesic prescriptions in a manner that preserves legitimate patient need while potentially deterring diverters. The components of VIGIL are:
      
	Verification: Is this a responsible opioid user?
	Identification: Is the identity of this patient verifiable?
	Generalization: Do we agree on mutual responsibilities and expectations?
	Interpretation: Do I feel comfortable allowing this person to have controlled substances?
	Legalization: Am I acting legally and responsibly?


The foundation of VIGIL is a collaborative physician/pharmacist relationship [70,71].

Current Opioid Misuse Measure (COMM)



The Current Opioid Misuse Measure (COMM) is a 17-item patient self-report assessment designed to help clinicians identify misuse or abuse in patients with chronic pain. Unlike the ORT and the SOAPP-R, the COMM identifies aberrant behaviors associated with opioid misuse in patients already receiving long-term opioid therapy [53]. Sample questions include: In the past 30 days, how often have you had to take more of your medication than prescribed? In the past 30 days, how much of your time was spent thinking about opioid medications (e.g., having enough, taking them, dosing schedule)?

Pain Assessment and Documentation Tool (PADT)



Guidelines by the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) and the Joint Commission stress the importance of documentation from both a healthcare quality and medicolegal perspective. Research has found widespread deficits in chart notes and progress documentation for patients with chronic pain who are receiving opioid therapy, and the Pain Assessment and Documentation Tool (PADT) was designed to address these shortcomings [72]. The PADT is a clinician-directed interview, with most sections (e.g., analgesia, activities of daily living, adverse events) consisting of questions asked of the patient [73]. However, the potential aberrant drug-related behavior section must be completed by the physician based on his or her observations of the patient.

The Brief Intervention Tool



The Brief Intervention Tool is a 26-item, "yes-no," patient-administered questionnaire used to identify early signs of opioid abuse or addiction. The items assess the extent of problems related to drug use in several areas, including drug use-related functional impairment [66].

Urine Drug Tests



UDTs may be used to monitor adherence to the prescribed treatment plan and to detect unsanctioned drug use. They should be used more often in patients receiving addiction therapy, but clinical judgment is the ultimate guide to testing frequency (Table 2) [74]. The CDC recommends clinicians should use UDT before starting opioid therapy and consider UDT at least annually to assess for prescribed medications as well as other controlled prescription drugs and illicit drugs [40]. However, this recommendation was based on low-quality evidence that indicates little confidence in the effect estimate.
Table 2: PATIENT RISK LEVEL AND FREQUENCY OF MONITORING
	
                  Monitoring Tool
                	
                  Patient Risk Level
                
	
                  Low
                	
                  Medium
                	
                  High
                
	Urine drug test	Every 1 to 2 years	Every 6 to 12 months	Every 3 to 6 months
	State prescription drug monitoring program	Twice per year	3 times per year	4 times per year


Source: [74]


Initially, testing involves the use of class-specific immunoassay drug panels [1]. If necessary, this may be followed with gas chromatography/mass spectrometry for specific drug or metabolite detection. It is important that testing identifies the specific drug rather than the drug class, and the prescribed opioid should be included in the screen. Any abnormalities should be confirmed with a laboratory toxicologist or clinical pathologist. Immunoassay may be used point-of-care for "on-the-spot" therapy changes, but the high error rate prevents its use in major clinical decisions except with liquid chromatography coupled to tandem mass spectrometry confirmation.
Urine test results suggesting opioid misuse should be discussed with the patient using a positive, supportive approach. The test results and the patient discussion should be documented.


CONSULTATION AND REFERRAL



It is important to seek consultation or patient referral when input or care from a pain, psychiatry, addiction, or mental health specialist is necessary. Clinicians who prescribe opioids should become familiar with opioid addiction treatment options (including licensed opioid treatment programs for methadone and office-based opioid treatment for buprenorphine) if referral is needed [1].
Ideally, providers should be able to refer patients with active substance abuse who require pain treatment to an addiction professional or specialized program. In reality, these specialized resources are scarce or non-existent in many areas [1]. Therefore, each provider will need to decide whether the risks of continuing opioid treatment while a patient is using illicit drugs outweigh the benefits to the patient in terms of pain control and improved function [75].

MEDICAL RECORDS



As noted, documentation is a necessary aspect of all patient care, but it is of particular importance when opioid prescribing is involved. All clinicians should maintain accurate, complete, and up-to-date medical records, including all written or telephoned prescription orders for opioid analgesics and other controlled substances, all written instructions to the patient for medication use, and the name, telephone number, and address of the patient's pharmacy [1]. Good medical records demonstrate that a service was provided to the patient and that the service was medically necessary. Regardless of the treatment outcome, thorough medical records protect the prescriber.

PATIENT EDUCATION ON THE USE AND DISPOSAL OF OPIOIDS



Patients and caregivers should be counseled regarding the safe use and disposal of opioids. As part of its mandatory Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy (REMS) for extended-release/long-acting opioids, the FDA has developed a patient counseling document with information on the patient's specific medications, instructions for emergency situations and incomplete pain control, and warnings not to share medications or take them unprescribed [58]. A copy of this form may be accessed online at https://www.fda.gov/media/79776/download.
When prescribing opioids, clinicians should provide patients with the following information [58]:
    
	Product-specific information
	Taking the opioid as prescribed
	Importance of dosing regimen adherence, managing missed doses, and prescriber contact if pain is not controlled
	Warning and rationale to never break or chew/crush tablets or cut or tear patches prior to use
	Warning and rationale to avoid other central nervous system depressants, such as sedative-hypnotics, anxiolytics, alcohol, or illicit drugs
	Warning not to abruptly halt or reduce the opioid without physician oversight of safe tapering when discontinuing
	The potential of serious side effects or death
	Risk factors, signs, and symptoms of overdose and opioid-induced respiratory depression, gastrointestinal obstruction, and allergic reactions
	The risks of falls, using heavy machinery, and driving
	Warning and rationale to never share an opioid analgesic
	Rationale for secure opioid storage
	Warning to protect opioids from theft
	Instructions for disposal of unneeded opioids, based on product-specific disposal information


There are no universal recommendations for the proper
        disposal of unused opioids, and patients are rarely advised of what to do with unused or
        expired medications [76]. According to the
        Office of National Drug Control Policy, most medications that are no longer necessary or
        have expired should be removed from their containers, mixed with undesirable substances
        (e.g., cat litter, used coffee grounds), and put into an impermeable, nondescript container
        (e.g., disposable container with a lid or a sealed bag) before throwing in the trash [77]. Any personal information should be
        obscured or destroyed. The FDA recommends that certain medications, including
        oxycodone/acetaminophen (Percocet), oxycodone (OxyContin tablets), and transdermal fentanyl
        (Duragesic Transdermal System), be flushed down the toilet instead of thrown in the trash
          [77]. Patients should be advised to flush
        prescription drugs down the toilet only if the label or accompanying patient information
        specifically instructs doing so and no other disposal method is appropriate.
The American College of Preventive Medicine has established best practices to avoid diversion of unused drugs and educate patients regarding drug disposal [76]:
    
	Consider writing prescriptions in smaller amounts.
	Educate patients about safe storing and disposal practices.
	Give drug-specific information to patients about the temperature at which they should store their medications. Generally, the bathroom is not the best storage place. It is damp and moist, potentially resulting in potency decrements, and accessible to many people, including children and teens, resulting in potential theft or safety issues.
	Ask patients not to advertise that they are taking these types of medications and to keep their medications secure.
	Refer patients to community "take back" services overseen by law enforcement that collect controlled substances, seal them in plastic bags, and store them in a secure location until they can be incinerated. Contact your state law enforcement agency or visit https://www.dea.gov to determine if a program is available in your area.



DISCONTINUING OPIOID THERAPY



The decision to continue or end opioid prescribing should be based on a physician-patient discussion of the anticipated benefits and risks. An opioid should be discontinued with resolution of the pain condition, intolerable side effects, inadequate analgesia, lack of improvement in quality of life despite dose titration, deteriorating function, or significant aberrant medication use [1,40].
Clinicians should provide physically dependent patients with a safely structured tapering protocol. Withdrawal is managed by the prescribing physician or referral to an addiction specialist. Patients should be reassured that opioid discontinuation is not the end of treatment; continuation of pain management will be undertaken with other modalities through direct care or referral.
As a side note, cannabis use by patients with chronic pain receiving opioid therapy has traditionally been viewed as a treatment agreement violation that is grounds for termination of opioid therapy. However, some now argue against cannabis use as a rationale for termination or substantial treatment and monitoring changes, especially considering the increasing legalization of medical use at the state level [75]. Cannabis use for chronic pain in patients receiving opioid therapy continues to receive increased interest and support; however, experts caution that more evidence of improved patient outcomes is needed [78,79,80].

CONSIDERATIONS FOR NON-ENGLISH-PROFICIENT PATIENTS



For patients who are not proficient in English, it is important that
        information regarding the risks associated with the use of opioids and available resources
        be provided in their native language, if possible. When there is an obvious disconnect in
        the communication process between the practitioner and patient due to the patient's lack of
        proficiency in the English language, an interpreter is required. Interpreters can be a
        valuable resource to help bridge the communication and cultural gap between patients and
        practitioners. Interpreters are more than passive agents who translate and transmit
        information back and forth from party to party. When they are enlisted and treated as part
        of the interdisciplinary clinical team, they serve as cultural brokers who ultimately
        enhance the clinical encounter. In any case in which information regarding treatment options
        and medication/treatment measures are being provided, the use of an interpreter should be
        considered. Print materials are also available in many languages, and these should be
        offered whenever necessary.


5. CRISIS INTERVENTION: MANAGEMENT OF OVERDOSE



Individuals who have first contact with persons suspected of experiencing an opioid-related overdose are in the position to intervene to prevent the potentially devastating consequences. In these cases, care begins with crisis intervention directed at immediate survival by reversing the potentially lethal effects of overdose with an opioid antagonist.
Opioid antagonists have obvious therapeutic value in the treatment of opioid overdose. A 2012 study found that wider distribution of naloxone and training in its administration might have prevented numerous deaths from opioid overdoses in the United States [81]. Since the first community-based opioid overdose prevention program began distributing naloxone in 1996, more than 10,000 overdoses have been reversed [81].
In Florida, licensed healthcare providers may prescribe and pharmacists may dispense opioid antagonists (even as a standing order) for at-risk individuals, these individuals' relatives or other caregivers, and emergency responders to be used in their course of duties [82]. Emergency responders include (but are not limited to) law enforcement officers, paramedics, and emergency medical technicians [82]. As noted, there is a statewide standing order for naloxone for all emergency responders in Florida [33].
OPIOID ANTAGONISTS



Relatively minor changes in the structure of an opioid can convert an agonist drug into one with antagonistic actions at one or more opioid receptor types. Opioid antagonists include naloxone, naltrexone, and nalmefene. Interestingly, naloxone also appears to block the analgesic effects of placebo medications and acupuncture. These agents have no abuse potential [83].
In response to acute overdose, the short-acting opioid antagonist naloxone is considered the gold standard, and it remains the most widely used opioid antagonist for the reversal of overdose and opioid-related respiratory depression. It acts by competing with opioids at receptor sites in the brain stem, reversing desensitization to carbon dioxide, and reversing or preventing respiratory failure and coma. There is no evidence that subcutaneous or intramuscular use is inferior to intravenous naloxone. This has prompted some states to pass laws allowing opioid antagonists to be available to the general public for administration outside the healthcare setting to treat acute opioid overdose [84].
When used for opioid overdose, a dose of 0.4–2 mg of naloxone is administered
        intravenously, intramuscularly, or subcutaneously [85]. If necessary, the dose may be repeated every two to three minutes for
        full reversal. For ease of use, naloxone is also available in a pre-filled auto-injection
        device. An intranasal formulation is also available in doses of 2 mg, 4 mg, or 8 mg [85]. It is important that standard Advanced
        Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) protocols be continued while naloxone is being administered and
        that medical treatment (at a healthcare facility) be given immediately.


6. COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS



In response to the rising incidence in prescription opioid abuse, addiction, diversion, and overdose in the late 1990s and 2000s, the FDA has mandated opioid-specific REMS to reduce the potential negative patient and societal effects of prescribed opioids. Other elements of opioid risk mitigation include FDA partnering with other governmental agencies, state professional licensing boards, and societies of healthcare professionals to help improve prescriber knowledge of appropriate and safe opioid prescribing and safe home storage and disposal of unused medication [69].
Several regulations and programs at the state level have been enacted in an effort to reduce prescription opioid abuse, diversion, and overdose, including [86]:
  
	Physical examination required prior to prescribing
	Tamper-resistant prescription forms
	Pain clinic regulatory oversight
	Prescription limits
	Prohibition from obtaining controlled substance prescriptions from multiple providers
	Patient identification required before dispensing
	Immunity from prosecution or mitigation at sentencing for individuals seeking assistance during an overdose


CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES LAWS/RULES



The DEA is responsible for formulating federal standards for
        the handling of controlled substances. In 2011, the DEA began requiring every state to
        implement electronic databases that track prescribing habits, referred to as PDMPs. Specific
        policies regarding controlled substances are administered at the state level [87].
According to the DEA, drugs, substances, and certain chemicals used to make drugs are classified into five distinct categories or schedules depending upon the drug's acceptable medical use and the drug's abuse or dependency potential [88]. The abuse rate is a determinate factor in the scheduling of the drug; for example, Schedule I drugs are considered the most dangerous class of drugs with a high potential for abuse and potentially severe psychologic and/or physical dependence.
In Florida, the prescribing, dispensing, and consumption of certain controlled substances are governed by Chapter 893 of the Florida Statutes [89]. This law establishes the standards for controlled substance prescribing, including reporting system requirements, for prescribers and pharmacists in Florida. As of 2019, the Florida schedule of controlled substances aligns with the DEA schedule [39].

THE ELECTRONIC FLORIDA ONLINE REPORTING OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES EVALUATION PROGRAM



Emerging trends and patterns of prescription opioid abuse, addiction, and overdose are monitored by several industry and government agencies through data collection from a variety of sources. These include health insurance claims; the Automation of Reports and Consolidated Orders System, a DEA-run program that monitors the flow of controlled substances from manufacturing through distribution to retail sale or dispensing; the Treatment Episode Data Set, which monitors treatment admissions; the National Center for Health Statistics state mortality data; and the Researched Abuse, Diversion, and Addiction-Related Surveillance System, which monitors prescription drug abuse, misuse, and diversion [90].
Almost all states, including Florida, have enacted PDMPs to facilitate the collection, analysis, and reporting of information on controlled substances prescribing and dispensing [1]. All prescribers must consult the Electronic Florida Online Reporting of Controlled Substances Evaluation (E-FORCSE) to review a patient's controlled substance dispensing history before prescribing or dispensing a controlled substance to a patient 16 years of age or older [39,91]. This is mandated even for existing patients and should be done each time a controlled substance is prescribed or dispensed [39]. If the system is nonoperational or cannot be accessed due to a temporary technologic or electrical failure, the prescription may be issued (with documentation of the exception) for up to a maximum three-day supply.
All clinicians who prescribe or dispense controlled
        substances are required to report the action to E-FORCSE as soon as possible, but no later
        than the close of the next business day [39]. This should be repeated each time the substance is dispensed. This reporting requirement
        is waived in certain circumstances, including for [92]: 
	The dispensing of a controlled substance in the healthcare system of the
              Department of Corrections
	The dispensing of a controlled substance to a person younger than 16 years of
              age




7. IDENTIFICATION OF DRUG DIVERSION/SEEKING BEHAVIORS



Research has more closely defined the location of prescribed opioid diversion into illicit use in the supply chain from the manufacturer to the distributor, retailer, and the end user (the patient with pain). This information carries with it substantial public policy and regulatory implications. The 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health asked 11.5 million non-medical users of prescription opioids how they obtained their most recently used drugs [93]. Among persons 12 years of age or older, 53% obtained their prescription opioids from a friend or relative. Of this 53%, 40.4% got the prescription opioids from a friend or relative for free, 8.9% bought them from a friend or relative, and 3.7% took them from a friend or relative without asking; 35.4% got them through a prescription from one doctor (vs. 19.7% in 2012) [93]. Less frequent sources included a drug dealer or other stranger (6%); multiple doctors (1.4%); theft from a doctor's office, clinic, hospital, or pharmacy (0.7%) (vs. 0.8% in 2012); and some other way (3.4%) [93].
As discussed, UDTs can give insight into patients who are misusing opioids. A random sample of UDT results from 800 patients with pain treated at a Veterans Affairs facility found that 25.2% were negative for the prescribed opioid while 19.5% were positive for an illicit drug/unreported opioid [94]. Negative UDT results for the prescribed opioid do not necessarily indicate diversion, but may indicate the patient halted his/her use due to side effects, lack of efficacy, or pain remission. The concern arises over the increasingly stringent climate surrounding clinical decision-making regarding aberrant UDT results and that a negative result for the prescribed opioid or a positive UDT may serve as the pretense to terminate a patient rather than guide him/her into addiction treatment or an alternative pain management program [95].
In addition to aberrant urine screens, there are certain
      behaviors that are suggestive of an emerging opioid use disorder. The most suggestive
      behaviors are [75,96,97]: 
	Selling medications
	Prescription forgery or alteration
	Injecting medications meant for oral use
	Obtaining medications from nonmedical sources
	Resisting medication change despite worsening function or significant negative
            effects
	Loss of control over alcohol use
	Using illegal drugs or non-prescribed controlled substances
	Recurrent episodes of: 	Prescription loss or theft
	Obtaining opioids from other providers in violation of a treatment
                  agreement
	Unsanctioned dose escalation
	Running out of medication and requesting early refills





Behaviors with less association with opioid misuse include
        [75,96,97]: 
	Aggressive demands for more drug
	Asking for specific medications
	Stockpiling medications during times when pain is less severe
	Using pain medications to treat other symptoms
	Reluctance to decrease opioid dosing once stable
	In the earlier stages of treatment: 	Increasing medication dosing without provider permission
	Obtaining prescriptions from sources other than the pain provider
	Sharing or borrowing similar medications from friends/family






8. INTERVENTIONS FOR SUSPECTED OR KNOWN DRUG DIVERSION



There are a number of actions that prescribers and dispensers can take to prevent or intervene in cases of drug diversion. These actions can be generally categorized based on the various mechanisms of drug diversion.
Prevention is the best approach to addressing drug diversion. As noted, the most common source of nonmedical use of prescribed opioids is from a family member or friend, through sharing, buying, or stealing. To avoid drug sharing among patients, healthcare professionals should educate patients on the dangers of sharing opioids and stress that "doing prescription drugs" is the same as "using street drugs" [76]. In addition, patients should be aware of the many options available to treat chronic pain aside from opioids. As stated, to prevent theft, patients should be advised to keep medications in a private place and to refrain from telling others about the medications being used.
Communication among providers and pharmacies can help to avoid inappropriate attainment of prescription drugs through "doctor shopping." Prescribers should keep complete and up-to-date records for all controlled substance prescribing. When possible, electronic medical records should be integrated between pharmacies, hospitals, and managed care organizations [76]. It is also best practice to periodically request a report from the E-FORCSE to evaluate the prescribing of opioids to your patients by other providers [76].
When dealing with patients suspected of drug seeking/diversion, first inquire about prescription, over-the-counter, and illicit drug use and perform a thorough examination [76,98]. Pill counting and/or UDT may be necessary to investigate possible drug misuse. Photo identification or other form of identification and social security number may be required prior to dispensing the drug, with proof of identity documented fully. If a patient is displaying suspicious behaviors, consider prescribing for limited quantities [98].
If a patient is found to be abusing prescribed opioids, this is considered a violation of the treatment agreement and the clinician must make the decision whether or not to continue the therapeutic relationship. If the relationship is terminated, it must be done ethically and legally. The most significant issue is the risk of patient abandonment, which is defined as ending a relationship with a patient without consideration of continuity of care and without providing notice to the patient. The American Medical Association Code of Ethics states that "physicians' fiduciary responsibility to patients entails an obligation to support continuity of care for their patients" [99]. While physicians have the option of withdrawing from a case, they cannot do so without giving notice to the patient, the relatives, or responsible friends sufficiently long in advance of withdrawal to permit another medical attendant to be secured or to facilitate the transfer of care, when appropriate [99]. The notice of termination should be sent in writing, should specifically note the cause(s) for the termination, and should give a period of time prior to termination, usually 30 days [100]. Patients may also be given resources and/or recommendations to help them locate a new clinician.
Patients with chronic pain found to have an ongoing substance abuse problem or addiction should be referred to a pain specialist for continued treatment. Theft or loss of controlled substances is reported to the DEA. If drug diversion has occurred, the activity should be documented and a report to law enforcement should be made [101].

9. CASE STUDY



An unemployed man, 64 years of age, is brought to an emergency
      department by ambulance, after his wife returned from work to find him lying on the couch,
      difficult to arouse and incoherent. He has a past history of hypertension, diabetes
      (non-insulin dependent), mild chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and chronic back and
      shoulder pain, for which he has been prescribed hydrocodone/acetaminophen for many years. His
      wife reports that while he seemed his usual self when she left for work that morning, he had,
      in recent weeks, been more withdrawn socially, less active, and complained of greater
      discomfort from the back and shoulder pain. She knows little about his actual medication usage
      and expresses concern that he may have been taking more than the prescribed amount of "pain
      medicine."
On evaluation, the patient is somnolent and arouses to stimulation but is non-communicative and unable to follow commands. His blood pressure is normal, he is afebrile, and there are no focal neurologic deficits. Oxygen saturation, serum glucose, and routine laboratory studies (blood counts and metabolic profile) are normal except for mild elevation in blood urea nitrogen (BUN) and creatinine; the urine drug screen is negative except for opioids. Additional history from the family indicates that the patient has been admitted to other hospitals twice in the past three years with a similar presentation and recovered rapidly each time "without anything being found."
Following admission, the patient remains stable-to-improved over the next 12 to 18 hours. By the following day, he is awake and conversant and looks comfortable. On direct questioning, he reports recent symptoms of depression but no suicidal ideation. The patient describes an increased preoccupation with his pain syndrome, difficulty sleeping at night, and little physical activity during the day, in part because of physical discomfort. He is vague about his medication regimen and admits to taking "occasional" extra doses of hydrocodone for pain relief.
The family is instructed to bring in all his pill bottles from home, which they do. In addition to the hydrocodone prescribed by his primary care physician, there is a recent refill of a prescription for the medication given to the patient at the time of his last hospital discharge six months earlier.
ASSESSMENT



A full evaluation, including radiographic studies and consultation with psychiatry and physical therapy, is completed. The working diagnosis for the patient's acute illness is toxic encephalopathy caused by the sedative side effects of opioid medication on the CNS. It is explained that the combination of his advancing age and diabetes likely reduced the efficiency of his kidneys in clearing the medication and its metabolites, making him more susceptible to CNS sedation. It is noted that the patient and his wife have little understanding of the rationale, proper use and safeguards, potential side effects, and limited effectiveness of opioid use for chronic pain.
In addition, the patient is diagnosed with poorly controlled chronic pain syndrome secondary to osteoarthritis and degenerative disc disease; exacerbating factors include deconditioning and reactive depression. The use of an opioid analgesic, at least for the near term, is considered appropriate, if dosed properly, monitored closely, and integrated into a comprehensive, multidisciplinary plan that includes treatment of depression and the use of adjunctive, nonpharmacologic modalities of care. In the setting of possible early diabetic nephropathy, the option of utilizing an NSAID, except for very brief periods of break-through pain, is not considered to be a safe option.
At discharge, and in consultation with his primary care physician, a written treatment and management plan addressing all aspects of the patient's care is presented to the patient and his wife for discussion and consent. Among the key issues addressed are:
    
	Goals: Improvement in subjective pain experience; improved function of daily living manifested by regular walking exercise and improved social interaction with family and friends; relief of depression; and in the long-term, anticipated withdrawal of opioid medication and resumption of part-time work and/or volunteer community activity
	Outpatient physical therapy and back exercise program to increase core muscular strength, improve flexibility, reduce pain, and increase exercise tolerance
	Patient and family counseling regarding the safe use, dosage regulation, side effects, and proper disposal of opioid medication
	Joint patient-physician responsibilities as regards to regular follow-up, monitoring of goals and treatment effectiveness, avoidance of "doctor-shopping," and assent to single provider for prescription medication



FOLLOW-UP



On follow-up six weeks after discharge, the patient is noticeably improved. He reports that he feels stronger and is sleeping better. His affect is brighter, and he is getting out more. He has maintained his physical therapy and exercise routine and is compliant with his medication. Though he still has pain, it is noticeably less and he is coping better. He and his wife are encouraged by his progress, particularly in regard to his improved functional status.


10. CONCLUSION



For patients suffering from pain, prescribed opioid analgesics may substantially lessen pain, distress, and impairment. Inappropriate overprescribing and overdose related to opioid analgesics increased dramatically in the 2000s. These trends are in multi-year reversal, but patient safety and risk mitigation remains no less important, and clinical tools, guidelines, and recommendations are available for use when prescribing opioids to patients with pain. By implementing these tools, the clinician can effectively address issues related to the clinical management of opioid prescribing, opioid risk management, regulations surrounding the prescribing of opioids, and problematic opioid use by patients. In doing so, healthcare professionals are more likely to achieve a balance between the benefits and risks of opioid prescribing, optimize patient attainment of therapeutic goals, and avoid the risk to patient outcome, public health, and viability of their own practice imposed by deficits in knowledge.
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